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Countless Lessons

It has been 2 months since I came to Canada,
and compared with before, I feel like I have
become more accustomed to life here than last
month. Because I was studying English in Japan,
starting a conversation in English was not a
major problem for me, but I realized that
understanding English and using English in
society are completely different. It 1is
indispensable not only to understand every
single word in daily conversations or classes, but
also to react properly to the speaker’s intent.
During a discussion about marine pollution, I
had no knowledge of the topic, but somehow,

I connected words related to marine.

Of course, I have been enhancing my English
skills, but I think I have been learning about
multiculturalism by living in a different
environment. I got a lot of opportunities to notice
the difference between Japanese schools and
Canadian schools. I think there are lots of
differences, especially in the way classes are
conducted and how students cooperate with each
other. In classes, I was supposed to elaborate my
position and opinions, rather than listen to the
teachers. In that kind of environment, it is
essential to express my opinions in a way my
classmates can easily understand. I was able to
learn about different thoughts and values by
interacting with them. Initially, I was a bit
surprised by these thoughts, I came to like these
cultures eventually. Through this experience, I

have learned that it is important to consider
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things from my classmate’s perspectives.

Living in Canada helps

me improve my

communication skills, just like my English skills.
There are a lot of differences between English in
textbooks and English in daily conversations. 1
think that spending time with my friends helps
me to learn things that I can’t learn from
textbooks. For instance, when I hang out with
my friends, they use so much slang that I
sometimes can’t get what they're saying. But 'm
definitely getting better. I can feel my progress.
Even when there are phrases I don’t know, I can
figure out the meanings from the context. Now, I
want to try to use proper grammar when I speak
English. I want to be more proactive. Not only
studying English, also hanging out with my
friends here is one of the interesting parts of life
in Canada. I'm having a lot of fun with just
wandering in the mall or grabbing some food.
Spending time with my friends here is really fun
for me. Sometimes, I can forget about my worries
and just have fun with my friends.

Looking back on the past 2 months, this study
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abroad program has given me a lot of
opportunities to learn new things. Not only I've
studied English, but living in a different
environment has also helped me to see things I
didn’t know before. I've learned how important
it is to look at things from other people’s
perspectives by interacting with people from
different backgrounds. There are still things
that I feel difficult or am not used to, but I think
those are also important parts of studying
abroad. During the time I got left, I want to try
things I've never tried before and make great
memories. Even after I go back to Japan, I want
to use this experience in my university life and
future. Before I return to Japan, I want to talk
with more people without being afraid of making
mistakes. I also want to keep improving my

English and grow as a person.
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