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Stepping Into the Unknown

When I was packing my luggage for my study
abroad, it did not really sink in that I was going
to go to Canada. Even though it was the day of
departure, I was not able to grasp the reality of
it. After I passed the security checkpoint at the
airport, I started to feel strange, but I was still
looking forward to take a long flight. Once I was
onboard, I found my seat and sat down. I could
not wait for the takeoff. However, when the
plane took off, suddenly I missed my friends and
Japan. I felt anxious about my life in Canada at
the same time. It was a strange and bittersweet
feeling because I had been looking forward to
this journey for so long. After the long flight, I
landed in Vancouver, and I felt relieved. But I
still had to catch another flight. I was wondering
if T could manage to do the transfer in a place
where my first language was not spoken.
Although I was really worried about whether I
could make the transfer, I surprisingly got
through immigration and reached the departure
gate. The connecting flight took off safely and I
arrived at the destination. There, I met my host
family, and they were so friendly and welcoming,
that I was able to fit in with them.

I finally arrived in Canada. The first day of
school was September 1st but I came here on
August 25th. I had a few days to get used to
Canada. First, I went to the nearest mall. The
signs I saw on my way and the goods sold at the
mall were all in English. I was happy and proud

that I came to the new environment by myself.
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A few days passed, and it was time for my first

day at school. I was nervous because I didn't
have any friends to go with. I was the only one
Japanese, so I felt like everyone was staring at
me on the train and bus. When I entered the
classroom, everyone started talking to me,
I told
them that I was from Japan. I had absolutely no

asking, “Are you Japanese or Korean?”

idea why, but they looked so happy. My
nervousness quickly disappeared. I was happy
that I made so many friends on my first day.
After the classes, I had lunch with my new
friends and enjoyed the meal. This was the kind
of environment I had wished for so long, and it
was simply exquisite. One of my friends asked
me, "Why do you speak English so fluently?" 1
told them that I was still learning English. I felt
like he was just flattering me, so I said, “Stop
capping." But he said, "No, you have a wonderful
accent," and I was so glad to hear that. I feel
happy to be living such fulfilling days every day.
The more lower the

days passed, the

temperature got. At the same time, I went on a
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field trip, and there were lots of international
students. Many different languages were spoken
there, and I had a valuable opportunity to learn
about multiculturalism.

One thing that I have noticed since I came to
Canada is how much my English has improved.
At first, I took a Cl-level English test, and I
could barely understand it. But after studying in
Canada for a month, I can understand C1-level
English better than before. I still make a lot of
mistakes, and writing long essays is still hard
for me. I also think I have grown not only in
English, but also as a person. I started cooking
for myself and doing my own laundry. Thanks to
this, I feel like I have become more independent.
I think I have made a lot of progress in just one
month in Canada. I only have two months left,
so I want to keep trying new things and enjoy my
time here as much as I can. I also want to
remember to thank my parents, friends, and
teachers for supporting me during my time in

Canada.
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