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Thanks for Crossing Paths

I departed Japan in August 2025 to begin a ten-
month study at Surrey Christian School (SCS) in
Canada. Right now I have less than a month
remaining. I look back on my time here and am
speechless by how quickly it has all passed.
Every day was so full and meaningful that
yesterday's memories feel like they happened
weeks or months ago.

I still remember my very first day as clearly as
if it were yesterday. During lunch, I sat alone in
the hallway, surrounded by voices I could barely
follow, feeling completely isolated. In those early
weeks, English wouldn't come out the way I
wanted it to, and even when I managed to speak,
I would stumble over my words. I constantly
worried about confusing people, even in the
simplest conversations. Yet today, I find myself
surrounded by more genuine friendships than I
ever could have imagined, friends from diverse
backgrounds and cultures, both inside and
outside of school. Being able to spend each day
laughing and connecting with people, I feel
really grateful.

If I had to name the most significant status I've
grown over these ten months, it would be in my
ability to build relationships with others. Back
in Japan, I mostly stayed within the familiar
community of my middle and high school. I
rarely reached out to people I didn't already
know. Here, I was forced to dive into new
single day, and I kept

situations every

challenging myself to speak up despite the fear
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of making mistakes. Those repeated small acts
of courage are what led to the meaningful
connections I have now. At the same time, this
experience has made me reflect honestly on
myself: back in Japan, would I have been the
kind of person to reach out to someone sitting
That

realization has made me genuinely want to be

alone? I'm not sure I would have.

pay more attention and reaching out the people

around me.

Throughout these ten months, I had one clear
goal in mind: To improve my English as much as
possible. My deep desire to communicate
properly with the people around me became a
driving force that kept me going. Thanks to that
persistence, I can now speak with real
confidence, without the hesitation that used to
hold me back.

As the school year winds down, our classes have
involved some ambitious projects. In English
class, we read To Kill a Mockingbird, a classic
novel set in 1960s Alabama that explores themes
multiculturalism, and

of racial injustice,
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morality, a famous topic in here for studying
social justice and diversity. For our project based
on the book, our group adapted a scene into a
short film, handling everything ourselves:
writing the script, acting, filming, and editing. It
of work, but the

was a lot sense of

accomplishment when we finished was
something special. Going through this kind of
multicultural education made me think that as
Japan continues to grow more diverse, schools
there may start including this activity to the
learning curriculum.

Canada, and especially the Vancouver area
where I've been living, is known for having many
people who have an immigrant background.
That

experience that stands out from the rest of the

diversity gives a unique cultural
world .At the same time, there is an ongoing
tension between pro immigrants and preserving
a distinct national identity. I don't want to
answer to that question in short, but I do believe
Japan can learn from Canada's successes and
struggles from their current situation.

The time I've had with friends here has become
shorter as school comes to an end, but perhaps
that's makes time and relationships special.
When I return to Japan, I want to carry
everything I've learned here forward and think
about how I can contribute and give back to the

people and communities around me.
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The Last Two Months
This month turned out to be a joyful one. The
weather has been getting warmer, so we could
hang out with friends outside. That is the reason
I had fun this month.

Most weekends, I spent time at one of my

friends' houses. We had a couple of international
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parties at his house. One thing we did at his
house was a potluck, which is where everyone
prepares some food or drinks and brings them to
the same place to share. This was my first time
having a potluck, so I didn't have any idea what
I should bring. Other Japanese friends who were
going to the same party invited me to cook curry
together. We made it the day before the party,
then we brought it the next day. There were
some international students who were from
different countries, and we enjoyed food from
several countries. That was a really nice
experience because there was a lot of food that I
hadn’t tried before. It was a chance to try new
countries’ food. The curry rice that we made also
had a good reputation among them. I'm a really

big fan of curry rice, but I hadn’t eaten it since
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September, so I really enjoyed it as well.

The place where my friend lives has beautiful
nature, and I really love it. There is a vast space,
so we had a bonfire in his backyard. That was
really cozy. The temperature was under 10
degrees after sunset. That’s why the fire warmed
us up. We were chilling during that time. After
that, we went into the forest nearby his house
for a stroll. In the forest, there was a small lake.
That was fun because it was like exploring. That
day, I stayed over at his house. I talked to him
and his parents a lot. We shared Japanese
culture and Mexican culture because his mother
is Mexican and they used to live in Mexico. That
was a really fresh experience for me. Everything
they told me was really different from Japan and

Canada, so it was a really interesting story.

S\

SN oA \
The biggest thing that surprised me was that
my friend used to run a cotton candy business by
himself for experience. I had never heard of any
of my friends running a business, so that made
me really surprised and impressed. Running a
business by oneself is really challenging, but it
turns out to be a really good experience. I was
impressed that his parents let him run the
business, even though it could be risky. After
that, we watched a movie together and went to

bed. In Japan, I don’t usually stay over at a
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friend's house. But since I started living in
Canada, the time that I spend with my friends
has increased. Thanks to that, I could get closer
to my friends.

The other day, my friend’s mom bought a big
salmon and she suggested having a sushi party
at her house. So, I went to his house two weeks
in a row. That party was really fun, but there
were a lot of troubles along the way. One of our
friends didn’t know the party was that day, and
she was supposed to bring the rice; therefore, we
almost canceled the sushi party. However, we
were able to make rice at his house, but then we
overcooked it. It was soggy. It didn’t go well with
sushi, but it was still good. We also made mochi.
That was really good. Friends from other
countries also loved it, even with matcha added.
I felt that people from many countries love
Japanese food through these two parties. Every
meal we made had a really good reputation, and

that made me happy. I'm really proud of Japan.
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