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Challenges and Growth in a New Environment
This month has been especially interesting and
stimulating for me because I experienced lots of
things. First, the biggest event here was Tabloid
Athletic, which was like a sports festival. It was
incredibly fun and I participated in various
activities, trying as many sports as I could.
However, more than just the enjoyment, what
struck me the most was the differences in values
and the strength of unity among people. I felt
that people in New Zealand tend to respect
individual differences more than Japanese
people, and that they seem to prioritize
enjoyment and personal expression, and I
noticed a mindset that values dependence,
which I really loved. From the perspective of
differences in values, I found that there are
many kind people, but at the same time, I also
encountered mean people who directly say mean
things. They were stressful, but I had so many
kind and funny people around that I was able to
forget about it in a few days. I've already gotten
used to life here, and I'm satisfied with my
current life. However, what I am still struggling
with is my English. Even though I study English
every day and spend my morning tea and lunch
breaks talking to girls from other countries, I
still cannot keep up in group work or business
class discussion. It is really tough, but I really
enjoy talking to people and I am trying to do my
best every day. Another event was a driver’s
education program for Year 12 students. This

program covered not only how to drive but also
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traffic rules and strategies for reducing traffic
accidents. I heard the story of a woman who lost
her family in a traffic accident and was left with
a disability herself, and it made me feel very sad.
However, I made some new friends there, and it
turned out to be a great memory. After all, the
happiest and most enjoyable moments were the
times I spent talking with friends. I really don’t
want to go back to Japan. Overall, 'm having a
fulfilling and enjoyable time, and I hope to

continue growing through these experiences.
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Sport Festival
I had a sport festival at Massey high school.
It was very fun and different from Japan. I

think there are two main points.

First, there was more freedom. In Japan,

sport festivals usually have a detailed schedule,
and students have got to follow it. However, at

Massey high school, we didn’t have a fixed
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schedule. We could move freely and play many
sports with my friends at any time. I like this
style because I like freedom. I felt relaxed and
enjoyed spending time with my friends. Second,
the costumes were very interesting. I was
surprised by them because students could come
to school wearing funny costumes. I saw
Spiderman, princesses, and even some topless
people. It looks very fun, and I wanted to try it.
I didn’t have a costume this time, because I
didn’t know it was a very fun and good
experience, but if I go back to New Zealand
during the sport festival, I will bring a unique
costume. Also, I didn’t talk much with Japanese
students. Because of that, I talked more with
international students. I made many new
friends from different countries. At first, it was
difficult because their English was fast, and I

couldn’t understand everything. However, they
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were so kind, so they spoke slowly for me. I
tried speaking English as much as possible.
From this experience, I am learning, trying
new things, and communicating with others is
very important. There were many differences
from Japan, and everything felt new and
exciting. This sport festival became a great

memory for me to experience.
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I've been getting used to it for two months
After two months, I have gotten used to my
classes and to life in New Zealand. I am enjoying
my days much more than in the first month, and
I feel more comfortable at school and with my
friends. This

experiences that became special memories for

month, I had many good

me. The most impressive experience was going
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to Snow Planet. Snow Planet is an indoor ski
area where people can ski and snowboard. I tried
snowboarding, and it was very exciting and fun.
I was surprised because it was summer in New
Zealand, but I could still enjoy snow sports. The
snow was not natural, but it still felt real, and
the place was very big. I had not been to an

indoor ski place before, so it was a new and
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interesting experience for me.

At school, we also had a sports day. It was a
little different from sports days in Japan. There
were only running events, and students could
choose whether they wanted to join or not. Some
students came to watch but did not participate,
which was also different from Japan. I joined the
100-meter race, the 200-meter race, and the
relay. I got first place in the 200 meters and the
relay, but I got second place in the 100 meters. I
felt a little disappointed, but I was still happy
with my results. In the relay, we talked as a
team and practiced how to pass the baton, so we
did very well. We also had a volleyball event at
school. My team got third place. Even though we
did not win, it was very fun, and I made great

memories.
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It was fun but it was hard

My study abroad was very exciting. I have
many memories. Some memories are very happy,
and some memories are very sad. I want to tell
you about my life.

First, I had a great time with my friends. I
made many friends from different countries. We
played together every day. After school, we went
to many places. We went to the park and played
soccer. We went to the mall and bought some
juice. We talked a lot. In school, we hung out
during break time. It was very fun. I liked
talking with them in English. Sometimes it was
difficult, but they were very kind. We laughed
every day. I love my friends very much. Second,
I love my host family. They were like my real
family. We ate dinner together every night. The
food was very good. I liked their cooking. While
we ate, we talked about many things. I told them
about my school. They told me about New
Zealand. On weekends, we played together. We
went to the supermarket and the park. I was
very happy because they were very warm. I felt
at home. I will miss them very much.

However, I had some problems too. These were
very big and difficult for me. The first problem
was my phone. One day, I lost my mobile phone.
I looked for it everywhere. I looked in my bag,
under the desk, and in the kitchen, but I could
not find it. I was very sad and scared. In a
foreign country, a phone is very important. I
could not call my mother or father in Japan. I
could not use the map. I did not know the way to
my house. It was a very big problem. My friends
helped me, but we did not find the phone. I

learned that I must be careful with my things.

WK IBE o - B T171-0044 BURCER S B X5 1-10-26

The second problem was a sports injury. I like
basketball very much. One day, I played
basketball at school with my friends. I was
running fast, but I fell down. It hurt a lot. I went
to the hospital with my host father. The doctor
looked at my arm and said, "Your bone is
broken." I was very shocked. I had to wear a
white cast. I could not play basketball for a long
time. I could not use my arm, so I could not carry
my bag. It was very difficult to take a bath and
put on my clothes. I felt very sad because I
wanted to play with my friends, but my friends
and family were very kind. My friends carried
my bag for me. They said, "Are you okay?" My
host family helped me every day. I was very
happy because I have great people around me. I
learned that kindness is very important. In
conclusion, my study abroad was a big
adventure. I had a lot of fun with my friends and
family. I also had big problems like losing my
phone and breaking my arm, but these problems

made me strong. I am very happy now. I think

studying abroad is the best experience. I want to

come here again.
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A new experience
It has been two months since I came New

Zealand. I went to a lot of places. I had many

new experiences.

I went to two festivals and sky tower last
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Saturday. First, I went to something like a
harvest festival. There were handmade shops
and a small amusement park. It was interesting
because there were many things different in
Japan. I watched a sheep shearing show for the
first time. I was glad to watch because sheep are
famous in New Zealand. Next, I went to Pasifika
festival. There are many small islands near
New Zealand. I enjoyed these small islands’ food
and dancing. My host mother bought me a flower
hair clip at a Samoan area. I was really happy.
The shop staff told me that people with a partner
wear it on their right ear, people without a
partner wear it on their left ear. After that, I
went to sky tower. Sky tower is smaller than

Tokyo sky tower. It is 328meters. There were
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many trees and mountains, and it was very
beautiful. 1 realized again that I love New
Zealand. That night, I ate lamb for the first time.
It was delicious. I was surprised because lamb
was sold at the supermarket.

School will finish soon. I couldn’t understand
what my teacher and classmates said at first,
but now I can understand. I think I can speak
English better than a month ago. I'm going to
play the drums and try bouldering with my

classmate. I want to have fun.

B LV VERER

Za—U—TJ U RIZKRTHL2TAPRLEL
foo Barlpl ZAIATEE Lz, IO TORBRE
RiLE L7z, EEOHREAIC, mAFT773Y
— L 2DODT 2 AT ANV ERTIAZ T —ITATE
F L7, BOIC, BERDOIOIRLOIITEEL
oo FEVOLO/NS RN H Y £ LT,
AARLED BOENY THEN-TZTY, FOFE
EADLHYa—wPoTRELE, FiEi=ma—T—
TV RTHARDTRLNTED>72TT, KIZ,
INGTANT 2 AT A7VATE E LT, =a—
U—Z  FOELITIE, DS R ERRILS Y £7,
TOINESREFED, BAYRF V AZHE LD E LT,
HETOTY 7T, KRR RN F—RNBIEDOEAHY
FEHOTINE L, EThIELN-72TT, 3

PR E R B 2 - R T171-0044 HURHRE B X5 1-10-26

— F =WV NITERIC, N— =005
NIEFHIFTHE, BIEOARHZTINEL
oo TDHENZ, ANA BT —|ATEE LT, A D
AZT—THREZ T =10 b0 LK<, 328m
T, ARWLWNRILBHY . & THRMET L,
T, =a— V= B ElEeEnELELE,
ZDOHDREIZ, FIHOTT LWERE L, £
Lo 72Td, A= =27 ARAMNITE-> TN,
WX FE LI,

TIPS OV L TR £7, RPIOELD &,
FEREEOS - TV DL ERHEEND L DI
R0 FE L, HEEL - HELY bEFED K51
ol EBWET, BIZ, GRED LIRS
\CRK RGN LB EE LI\ T g, 5, 7
TFADORKEE, RTLERAVEY T % LIZITL
TETT, BLATLWERWNET,

KAFLHF O FE I L OHHR O MBTRHR 2 555



