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Exploring New Experiences

My time studying abroad is almost over. This
month, I was able to gain a variety of new
experiences. First, let me talk about Easter. This
holiday is the Christian celebration of the
Resurrection, a significant day commemorating
Jesus Christ’s resurrection on the third day after
he was crucified. In Canada, this is also the time
when spring begins to arrive, and the streets
were adorned with colorful eggs and rabbit
decorations. I went on an Easter egg hunt with
my host family and friends, and enjoyed
traditional meals like turkey ham, which is a
special dish for Easter, event, with my family,
which allowed me to experience the local culture
firsthand. By participating in these events as
part of my daily life, I realized that they are
deeply rooted in the community, not only for
their religious significance but also as seasonal
celebrations.

I also have fond memories of interacting with
Chinese international students. Our
international exchange teacher organized a
gathering where Japanese and Chinese students
discussed the differences between our respective
countries and our school experiences in Canada.
As we exchanged views on cultural and
educational differences, I realized that, being
from the same Asian region, we shared many
common values and ways of thinking. At the
same time, there were differences in the finer
details, such as how classes were conducted and

the rapport with teachers, and by comparing
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them, I was able to appreciate the merits of each.
I found it fascinating how conversations flowed
naturally, even on first meeting, and how we
could get excited about shared topics despite
coming from different countries. Furthermore, I
had the opportunity to eat authentic Chinese
cuisine. The seasoning and use of spices differed

from the Chinese food I eat in Japan, and I

remember the flavours being quite authentic.

In my English class, we worked on producing a
podcast, and I took on the post of host. Since
podcasts are an upcoming new medium, I'm
familiar with, I was able to enjoy the project.
However, when I actually took on the role of host,
I found it difficult to time my prompts, which
sometimes led to awkward silences, and I
realized this was an area I needed to improve. In
particular, I struggled to come up with questions
on the spot to expand on what my guests were
saying, which made me realize the importance of

preparation. Nevertheless, through trial and
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error, I was ultimately able to produce a cohesive
final product, which gave me a great sense of
accomplishment. We also held a debate on the
book *The Curious Incident*, where I learned
both the difficulty and the importance of
logically conveying my opinions in English.

Additionally, our school is currently running a
fundraising campaign called “Strive” to support
our sister school in Africa, and I am
participating in it. In this campaign, each grade
competes to see how much money they can raise,
and we’re reaching out to family and friends to
ask for their support. The target amount is set
at 20,000 Canadian dollars, and the entire
school 1s working toward achieving this goal. To
make the effort enjoyable, incentives such as
free lunch vouchers and movie tickets are offered
to the grade that raises the most funds. We also
participate in walks around the campus to
empathize with the environment faced by
students at our sister school, who walk long
distances to school every day. Through this
activity, I realized that even among students,
living conditions can vary greatly.

Through these experiences, I feel that I am
gradually developing not only the ability to
communicate in English but also the ability to
understand and accept different cultures. I
believe my approach to interacting with others
and my perspective on things have changed
compared to before I came to study abroad. For
the remainder of my time here, I want to live
each day with greater awareness of every

experience and continue to learn actively until

the very end.
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Harbour View High School]

Badminton

I ended this month by playing badminton for
about half of the time. I had been wondering
about playing badminton in Canada because I
have been playing for a few years, and I thought
it would be a good way to get closer to friends.
Finally, the school badminton club began at the
end of February. The first practice was really fun
for me, even though I couldn’t play as well as
before. I hadn’t played any sports since last
September. Therefore, I got tired easily and
couldn’t play the way I wanted. Even so, I had a
very fun time and made a new friend.

Since then, my life has improved so much. My
new friend invited me to practice together

outside of school. This practice was one of the
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reasons my life has been improving. I used to
stay at home the whole weekend because I didn’t
have anything to do, especially when it was cold.
Therefore, I didn’t really have a chance to speak
English on the weekend. However, since he
invited me to practice, I have gone to badminton
most weekends. I had more chances to speak
English than before, and I made some new
friends through the practice. I could play
badminton and speak a lot of English even on
weekends, so this was the best way for me to
spend my time.

On March 26th, the school tournament finally
began. This tournament was for all high schools
in Saint John, so there were six schools

including ours. I played mixed doubles, singles,
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and boys’ doubles. In mixed doubles, I teamed up
with a girl who is a complete beginner. She
hadn't played before, so I covered most of the
court; technically, I played singles against
doubles. Even though it was difficult, we got 5th
place. I also got 3rd place in doubles and 6th
place in singles. In doubles, there were many
close games. In the semifinal, we won one game
each and went to a 3rd game. We barely caught
up to them and the score was 22-22, but we lost
the last two points. That was a really close game,
so I had a lot of fun.

Only the top four players could move on to the
next tournament, which included our city and
the neighboring city. In that tournament, I only
played doubles, but we still got 3rd place again.
This meant we could move on to the final
tournament called Provincials, which 1is a
tournament for the whole province of New
Brunswick (NB). We got 6th place there. I was
disappointed that I couldn’t get a top 4 spot, but
we still got a good result. It is going to be a good
memory for me, so I was satisfied.

During the tournament, a local club granted me
permission to join. They recognized my skill and
accepted me, which was really nice. I used to
practice with my friends, but there wasn’t a
coach. Therefore, it wasn’t enough to improve my
skills. That is why the club was so attractive to
me. I joined three weeks ago, and just as I
thought, the club is surprisingly good. I didn’t
expect I could get such valuable practice during
my study abroad, so I was really glad to join.

Since starting the badminton season, I have
had a great time with my friends, and my
English has been improving a lot. I really
valuable

appreciate that I had such

opportunities. I still have some tournaments
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until I leave Canada. I'm going to work harder
than before, and I want to get a good placing
with my friends.

I have only two months left. Although my
English is still not perfect, I want to improve it

as much as possible and make a lot of memories

with my friends.
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