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Few Months Left

My time in Canada is still less than 3 months.
This month, I had a bunch of free time,
especially thanks to holidays like Easter and
spring break. I stayed committed to studying,
but I was also able to spend good quality time
with friends and family.

The weather is still typical "Raincouver" the
nickname for Vancouver's famously rainy
climate. Rainy days dominated the first half of
the month, and sometimes it was so cold that I
struggled to get out of bed. But as the days went
on, blue skies started appearing, reminding me
that spring is about to begin.

Before spring break, a few Japanese students
visited our school for a short-term exchange. I
didn't have a chance to talk to them in the first
few days, but I finally managed to speak with
them when they joined one of my classes. They
seemed to really enjoy the differences between
life at a Japanese school and here.

During the first week of spring break, I visited
one of my siblings' houses with my family. It was
snowing heavily outside, so we spent most of our
time playing games and watching shows on
Netflix. The most memorable experience was the
buggy ride, we drove around the lake in an open
buggy with no windows. Snowflakes were flying
straight into my face the whole time. I felt pretty
cold, but it was still super exciting.

One day in spring break, a friend invited me to
go to downtown Vancouver. I usually avoid

crowded places because I don’t like being around
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lots of people, but I convinced myself that
opportunities like this won’t happen again.

Since the SkyTrain runs from Surrey to
downtown Vancouver, it was very easy to get
there. I could really understand why we learned

in social studies that Surrey functions as a

bedroom community.

In English class, we had a project which we had
to create a original song about English grammar
and make a music video for it. When we
presented, we played the video in front of the
class entire class was engaged and enjoyed each
presentation. Because the song was catchy, it
stuck in our heads, so I thought it was a great
way to learn.

In Tech Exploration class, our final project was
to make a piece of furniture. There was no
specific theme, so everyone was free to create
whatever they wanted. 'm making a coffee table.
Welding was especially difficult since it was my
first time, but with help from the teacher, it
looks like I'll be able to finish it soon.
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In Japan, the new school year is about to begin.
I feel that my English has improved to the point
where I don’t have any trouble in casual
conversations. Still, I want to keep studying
hard every day without slacked off so I can

improve even more.
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The Quebec Trip

This month was really exciting for me because
I went on a Quebec trip, which was the best
experience I've had so far. The trip lasted a week,
and we visited some famous places near Quebec
City. It turned out to be an uplifting experience
that I will remember for the rest of my life in
Canada. The places we visited were very
beautiful and meaningful. Quebec City i1s a
historical city, so we learned about the lives of
Indigenous people and the tools they used in the
past. I enjoyed every activity, and there were
some that I especially ended up loving.

There are two specific activities I want to talk
about. The first one was strolling around Quebec
City, which we did on the second day. Quebec
City is a historical place, and the atmosphere felt
similar to a European city because of its history.
That’s why even just walking around the city
was fun. We had a lot of time to explore, so we
visited some shops like souvenir stores, specialty
shops, and a crépe restaurant. I bought a toque
with “Quebec” written on the front. For lunch,
we chose our own restaurants, just like on a
school trip. The crépe restaurant we picked is a
famous place in Quebec City. It’s usually very
crowded, but we were lucky to get in smoothly.
We had a great lunch there.

After lunch, we went to a place where we could
slide on the ice. This was one of the scheduled

activities. We got to try a 250-meter ice slide,

which was the longest slide I've ever experienced.

It was made of ice, and we used sleds to go down.
The temperature was around minus 20 degrees,
and we felt even colder because of the wind while

sliding. Even though it was freezing, it was
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really fun. After that, we walked around the city
again. Some of my friends bought funny-looking,
fancy glasses. We ended up walking outside most
of the time. I noticed that most of the workers in
the city spoke French, but they could switch to
That

seemed really cool to me, and I thought, “I want

English depending on the customer.

to become like them.”

The second activity I loved was visiting the Ice
Hotel and going ice tubing, which happened on
the fifth day of the trip. We visited the Ice Hotel,
which is a famous hotel in Quebec made entirely
of ice. It reminded me of the “Sapporo Yuki
Matsuri.” People have to rebuild the hotel every
year because it melts after winter. I heard it
takes only one to two months to build, which is
surprisingly fast.

After visiting the Ice Hotel, we went ice tubing.
It’s a kind of sliding, but we used big tubes
instead of sleds. The course was also made of ice,
but it was much faster and more thrilling than
the other slide. I enjoyed this activity even more
because there were several routes and different
types of tubes, so we could have fun in many
ways. This was the last day of the trip before we

left Quebec, so we made a great memory at the
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end.

As a result, this trip was really fun for me. I
didn’t go on a school trip in high school, so this
felt like a real school trip for me. I had never
experienced a trip with friends from different
countries. I think that’s one of the reasons why I
was able to have such a great time in Quebec.

Now, there are only three months left before I
leave Canada. I still want to improve my English
and experience many more things. I'm going to

keep doing my best.
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