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New Classes New Challenges

It’s almost six months since I arrived in Canada.

As 1 mentioned in my January report, the
semester has changed, and I'm now taking four
different classes.

The most difficult one for me is Programming,
which is similar to “Jyouhou” class at Josai.
Right now, we’re learning how to use Microsoft
Excel. While I've felt that Japanese classes are
more advanced in general, I've realized that
Canada is far ahead in terms of digital and IT-
related subjects. Because of my schedule, I
couldn’t join my grade 10 class and I'm with
students one or two years older. When I asked
the teacher, they explained that classes here are
mostly elective, and there’s no strict
requirement for everyone to follow the same
curriculum. Some of my friends even skip ahead
in math because they find their grade’s level too
easy I found it’s a very interesting system.

The class I enjoy the most is English. The basic
format like reading stories, looking up
vocabulary, and answering questions based on,
which is similar to “Japanese” language class,
but the materials are much more varied. For
example, recently, we read a novel and then
watched the movie based on it in class. Our
assignment was to answer questions about the
differences between the book and the film. I
think Japanese kokugo classes could involve
various media like this more, it would help
students to enjoy learning and gain deeper

understanding.
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At the end of February, I went to a friend’s
birthday party. We all gathered and had a great
time. My friend was excited because they could
finally start driving. In BC, you can get a
Learner’s License from your 16th birthday. From
what I researched, unlike Japan, where you
attend driving school, here you can learn from
parents or others and just pass a written
knowledge test to get official license. Since it’s
such a car-dependent society, life without a car

would be very inconvenient. I believe if that’s

why the process is easier, compared to Japan.

As for my English ability, I feel it has improved
a lot compared to before coming here. I was
always good at listener, but when it came to
speaking, I often didn’t know what to say or
couldn’t think of the right phrases. Experience n
here has introduced me that English truly
improves through “using” it. At first, I stumbled
over words or hesitated a lot, but as I got used to
it, those moments became fewer. I was worried
about being laughed at in the beginning, but

once I took the first step, I was surprised at how
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easy it actually was.

My time left in Canada is now down to just a
few months. Through challenges in new classes
and time spent with friends, every day feels like
continuous growth. To everyone at dJosai,
especially those in my grade with not much time
left in Grade 10, please challenge yourselves to

all kinds of things without hesitation.
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Turning Point

This month marked a turning point in my
exchange student life. My host parents accepted
another exchange student from Italy. His arrival
gave me more chances to use English. Before, I
usually talked with my host parents during
dinner, but my English wasn’t good enough to
keep the conversation going, so we didn’t talk
much. I was worried about this. Then, I got a
new host brother, and that helped me a lot. His
English is much better than mine, and he can
keep a conversation going. After he came, the
amount of time we talked increased a lot. That
helped me improve my English. As a result, my
English has been getting better than before. I
want to spend time with this family until I leave.

On February 7th, we had a party at my house,
planned by my host parents. They suggested
having a party so we could all interact with each
other. At the end of January, the first semester
ended, and some new exchange students came to
Canada for the second semester. That’s why my
host parents suggested the party. The
atmosphere was lively, and I had a great time.
At first, it was a little awkward because some of
us were meeting for the first time, so we played
some mini games to help us relax. We played a
few games, and I especially loved the drawing
game. It was a guessing game—one person drew

a picture in front of us, and the rest of us guessed

what it was. It was really fun because most of us
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weren’t good at drawing, so there were some
funny misunderstandings. Since we are all
exchange students, it also helped us improve our
English. After that, we spent some relaxing time
together. This was the first time a party was held

at my house. It was really fun, and I'm grateful

to my host parents.

On January 31st, I went to an event near my
house with my friends. This event was very
exciting, and many people came. The main
attraction was a drone show. It was the first time
a drone show was held in the town where I live.
There were also other activities like a skating
rink and face painting. The skating rink was on
a lake, so I was a little worried that I might fall
into the water, but there was nothing to worry
about. The ice was very thick and completely
frozen. That experience was really impressive. A
lot of snow had piled up on the ice, so I wanted
to try making a snow angel, which is very

popular in Canada.
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We walked around the lake while waiting for
the drone show. Even though we didn’t walk a
lot, my feet got too cold to move. The
temperature that day was around minus 10
degrees, and it was also windy. Since we were on
the lake, it felt even colder. Even though I wore
boots, I wasn’t used to that kind of cold.

Finally, the drone show started. It lasted about
15 minutes, which felt kind of long. I've seen a
drone show twice in my life, but this was the
longest one. The event was really exciting for the
people in the town. There were a lot of visitors
for the drone show. I became curious about why
the event planner chose a drone show, so I
emailed her to ask. She said they used to have
fireworks, but she thought drones were more
interesting. As a result, the number of visitors
increased. This was my first time asking
someone a question for research. It was actually
fun, and I felt my growth through this study

abroad experience.
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