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Take a breath from business

So many things piled down this month and I
didn’t have much time to calm myself down,
however I could take a moment down on pro-D
day which is a long day off I have been aspiring
to do this for a while. I went to one of the most
famous ski resorts in the world, Whistler, which
also known for beautiful nature and the venue of
the winter Olympics from 2010.1 honestly didn’t
realized this fact as a stranger to skiing and
other winter sports, until I saw the monuments
of famous five rings. We couldn’t actually try
skiing because it’s still off season and sky place
hasn’t opened yet, but we still managed to enjoy
trekking in fresh air. What’s more I had one of
the scariest experiences zip-lining. Crossing
over valley between mountains to mountain at
200m high. Before I understood the details of
this activity, I thought it would be like athletic
stuff going over tree and tree, turns out it was
going to be a much more extreme experience.
Overall, it was fun and stimulating experience
that made me super excited.

The reason I was so busy this month is due to
lots of projects going on in class, especially for
social class. I had to make presentations every
another week. One of the assignments I
struggled with is researching current issues and
making action plans about it. My group’s theme
was about public transportation, and our action
plan is negotiating “translink” which is the
company that operates surrey’s transit system,

to hold campaigns that promotes public transit
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use to youth audiences more. There were many
unique ideas from other groups too, such as
asking students for donations or seeking their
answer and contacting politicians. It was not an
easy class project, but I feel we are trying to
1mprove society even partially but by own power,
which made me feel worthwhile. And now, I
actually still have to work on another class
presentation. I never feel like I did presentation

work in social class this much.

)

And I also had few unit tests in math class. The

content itself is easy, like I mentioned in last

reports, but I sometimes struggle with
unfamiliar mathematical words, that I never
heard in my life, especially the topic 'm learning
right now. Liner relations requires a general
writing answer style and the assessment points
of questions are slightly different from Japan,
that often I find tricky. Luckily, I built valuable
relationships with my friends in the class that
they teach me English instead I teach how to
solve the math. Thanks to that I still manage to

maintain the relatively high grade in class.
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Aside from the topic of class, we had bunch of
fun events at the end of month that I couldn’t put
in my last report. My favorite one was white
shirt day, that was in same week as Halloween.
Students write down lies to their white T shirts,
the most hilarious part of that event was
definitely the fact that my one of my friends
wrote -I do homework- since he forgot to do his
homework, made teacher and all classmates
laugh.

I also would like to mention about the World
Series excitement with th Dodgers and the Blue
Jays, which is the only team from Canada in the
league.

We watched the game with family, but
unfortunately the Jays lost, despite their good
fight. I was, personally, cheering for the Dodgers
since they have many players from Japan and
felt happy for their win, but I kept that
happiness in my mind secretly.

Thanks to those fun events I still enjoy my busy
daily life generally.
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Breakthrough November

On October 31st, we had Halloween. I was
really looking forward to this day because we
had a camping event in outdoor education.
However, it was cancelled because a typhoon
was going to hit the venue, so I had to go to
school as usual. I thought I could still enjoy some
Halloween events at school, but unfortunately, I
got sick. I couldn’t go to school, and I didn’t enjoy
any events.

After school, I felt better, so I went to the mall
with my host family because there was an event
there. The mall’'s atmosphere was totally
different—many shops were decorated, and
there were many children wearing costumes.
Some workers stood in front of the shops and
gave treats to the children. We just walked
around the mall and received treats. When we
got back home, the bag we brought was full!

I felt that the event was a new experience for
me because I had never experienced that kind of
event before. It was fun, and I felt the warmth of
Canadians. After that, we drove around the
neighborhood to see some houses that were

decorated. They were beautiful. Children visited
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other houses to get treats. That looked fun. I feel
like Canadians really enjoy events. That’s why
some shops give treats to children for free. That
1s one of the good things about Canada.

On November 15th, I went to an ice hockey
game as part of the exchange student activities.
It was my first time watching sports in a
stadium, so I was really looking forward to it. On
the day of the game, I was very excited before
entering the stadium. When I entered, the
stadium was already full of energy. I had never
felt that kind of atmosphere before, so I was very
excited. We got popcorn and drinks, and I got
ready for the game.

Finally, the game began. The players competed
really hard, and sometimes they crashed into the
walls or even fought with each other. I was so
impressed by their playing style. In the end, our
city’s team won the game. It was a home game,
so most of the people there were cheering for our
team. The stadium stayed exciting the whole
time. This activity became a great memory and
experience for me, and I learned a lot from the

game.
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I felt some differences between Canada and
Japan. First, I noticed the players’ behavior.
Some players fought or pushed their opponents.
I think their behavior comes from their strong
desire to win. If they were Japanese, they
probably wouldn’t do that so often. That’s one
difference between Canada and Japan.

An ice hockey game has three periods. Each
period is twenty minutes, and there are rest
times between them. During the breaks, they
held some events. One of the events was a
“kissing event,” where couples and married
people were shown on camera. The video was
shown on the big screen so everyone could see it.
At first, I was surprised by this kind of event
because in Japan, it would never happen. But
here, they do it actively. I was really surprised,
but I think it’s a good point about Canada.

Even in school, some couples act very close. In
Japan, students don’t act close in school because
they care about what others think. But here,
people focus on their partners. They don’t think
that kind of behavior is embarrassing. I thought
that was really cool, and I want to be like that in
the future. I felt these things through the ice
hockey game, so it was a good experience for me.

I experienced many events this month, and I
learned a lot of good things about Canada
through them. This month was also really good

for me.
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