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Another Day Another Events

October was a fulfilling month with bunch of
events. My school life is going spectacularly! I
struggled little bit in first month due to cultural
differences and simply because it's new
environment with not many friends. As the days
passing by I get pretty used to and started to feel
comfortable already. Luckily, I'm surrounded by
good teachers and friends and feel welcomed and

blessed.

I had to take unit test in few classes which

important because it will take big percentage out
of my term report. The math is light work for me
because I'm allowed to use a calculator in class.
I have had countless of mistakes calculating by

my self in tests. I have a good feeling about my

tests and receiving almost full mark in every test.

On the other hand my science test was really
challenging for me, I couldn’t pull out my basic
knowledge that I've already learned in Japan in
classes because of lack of understanding of
technical words. Even Science itself is still

difficult I had to search it for information every
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time after class.

Bible class is one of my most favorite classes,
despite of class name called Bible we really don’t
commit to learning bible itself. It’s focused on
cultivating a better life experience from
numerous perspectives It could be about health
both mentally and physically or my future career
and life goal vision. We sometimes watch movies
related to the class topic. I think its precious
time, never in my life have I visualized about my
future life so deeply. Now I'm working on resume
draft assignment, the biggest problem is my job
experience is completely white blank and I have
nothing to write down. I'm surprised of the fact
that many young students here will apply for a
short-term job to gain the experience and
advantage in their future career. I've never had
such perspective and I realized I had a
stereotypical future vision. I was thinking that
going to university and filling in the application
paper with a rich educational background is the
easiest way to get a good job. Social class is
complicated but still enjoyable for me,
sometimes we do things really exciting such as
using VR goggle to visit historical places. I'm
feeling fresh and engaged in this class ever since,
because usually I imagine social class as a
boring class with bunch of memorizations I'm
working hard to try to finish two presentations
for this class.

One thing I noticed is there are many
where teacher

opportunities in the class

requires students to express their own opinions,
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which means you have to solidate your belief and
evaluate in own words, which is most difficult
part for me since its rare to see teachers
demands opinions from students in typical
Japanese lesson styles. I think it’s essential for
our generation to have strong belief, as living in
a world that contains numerous kinds of
information scattered in different places.

For club activity I chose Cross Country. I've
never been a good runner through my life and
always slacked off in school marathon events. 1
think its good opportunity to purposely put
myself into hard situations and challenge myself
by doing things I don’t like and kept avoiding it
through my entire life. As more practice and
effort I put in to, I gradually started liking it.
Compared to track and field cross country is
more strategic, there are hills and slippery
gravel zones on course. I always check my course
with my teammates and decide the best pace
Thanks to

teammates cheer me up every time, I can push

plan. wonderful coaches and

my self harder in every practice or race.
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Busy October

On September 9th, I had to move to another
host family's house because my original family
went to the Philippines for three weeks. That’s
why I had to stay in a different house during that
time. My new host family is Canadian, so some
customs were very different. I noticed the first
difference when I ate a meal. Canadians usually
eat dinner around 5 to 6 p.m. It is called supper.
I thought it was just a snack! My original host
family is Filipino, so their food customs were
similar to mine. That’s one of the reasons why I
was so surprised. Also, the amount of food was a
little small. If you are still hungry, you have to
eat some snacks. Another interesting custom is
that they do laundry only once a week. Water in
Canada is more expensive than in Japan, so
Canadians use the laundry fewer times. Staying
in that house was a little hard because the host
mother is a strict person. It seemed like she
didn’t like to talk much, so I didn’t speak with
them very actively. I tried to talk, but I couldn’t

speak well, so we couldn’t focus on one topic.
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Therefore, I usually stayed in my room. I
returned to my original host family on
September 27th. There were some hard things,
but it was a good experience for me.

On October 5th, I went whale watching. This
was an activity for exchange students. I was
really looking forward to it because I had never
seen a real whale. On that day, we went to Saint
Andrews. That town is so beautiful. It is like a
harbor town. There are some cute buildings, and
we took a walk around the town. We had lunch
in a stylish café. We ate hamburgers. After that,
we finally rode a ship to go out to sea. We got on
board, and it was very windy. We rode for three
hours. We had to wait until the whales showed
up. I could see them sometimes, but it was not
as dynamic as I expected because I imagined we
could see the whales up close. But all we could
see were whales in the distance. However, it was
a good memory for me.

On October 13th, it was Thanksgiving Day.
This is the day we appreciate the harvest. It is a

big event in Canada. Many people usually
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gather in one place and celebrate Thanksgiving.
Mostly, people eat chicken with gravy and
pumpkin pie. I also went to another place—my
host family’s friend’s house. They are also
Filipino and accept exchange students from
Germany and China, so there were people from
four countries in the same place. We talked
about our countries and learned about different
customs.

We carved pumpkins, and some people
decorated their gardens with them. I had never
carved a pumpkin before, so it was fun, but I
don’t want to do it again because we had to
remove the seeds. It was slimy, and I don’t like
that texture. When it got dark, we put lamps
inside the pumpkins. It was so beautiful. My
host family’s friends are also Filipino, so there

were some famous Filipino foods. Everything

was delicious, especially the slightly sweet pasta.

I've eaten a lot of Filipino food since I came to
Canada. As a result, I'm obsessed with Filipino
food!

After dinner, we played a board game. It
involved looking at a photo with several English
sentences. Everyone chooses one, and then we
decide whose choice is the funniest. It was hard
to understand the jokes sometimes, but the
game was exciting, and I had fun. My first

Thanksgiving Day became a good memory.
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