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Precious three months of experiences

April went by so fast. There was something 1
couldn’t write about in last month’s report, so I
would like to write about that as well. I
participated in a local school’s sports festival in
the latter half of March. My first overseas school
event was refreshing. Divided into four colors:
red, blue, yellow, and green, the event included
foot races and relays, which are also held at
Japanese sports festivals, as well as
competitions using air play equipment and

competitions to go down water slides. There

were many things I experienced for the first time.

I was able to get closer to local students who

were on the same team.

remaining period with no regrets. My initial
concerns have now disappeared, and I was able
to spend time with my host family like a real
family and get along well with my friends from
the local school. On the last day of school and the
night before came back to Japan, I received

many surprise gifts and letters from my host
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family and the local school students. I was so
surprised by this and was so happy that I cried
tears of joy.

On the day I came back to Japan, it was very
sad and painful to say goodbye to everyone. I
looked back on the past three months, and all
the experiences I had were valuable to me and

are memories I will never forget.
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A month full of memories

My study abroad, which felt like a long time,
1s coming to an end.

24th March was my host father’s birthday. We
got together with my host father’s family and ate
lunch at one of my houses. There was a variety
of food, including Chinese food, which was very
good. After lunch, I went to zoo with my friend. I
wanted to see the kiwis, but kiwis are nocturnal,

so their cages were in the dark and not very

visible.
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The days have been very pleasant recently.
The last month I felt the days passing so quickly.
I miss my family and friends in Japan, but they
told me please don’t return to Japan, so I don’t
want to leave here. 1 was told we can meet
again, I don’t know where I can meet my New
Zealand friends again, to be honest, but when I
go back Japan, I've done a lot of excited things
so I'll do my best. I found a lot of things I wanted
to do from this study abroad experience and I
think my values have changed. I want to try a
lot of things while my memory is still fresh.
When I thought about what do to, I remember
what I learned here back in New Zealand, I
remember this phrase “practice makes perfect”.
So once again, consistency is important and I
need to learn more English when I am back in
Japan. I will never forget what I learned here. I

will come back to New Zealand again!
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Three months

After two months, with about three weeks to
go until I return to Japan, as the day of my
return gradually approached, I began to feel a
different kind of anxiety than I did at first. I was
more worried about whether I could only speak
this much after being here for three months,
whether I would be able to fit into my classes
back in Japan, and whether I would be able to
understand the math because I'm a sciences
student. Despite these worries, I enjoyed the rest
of my school life. Although I was anxious, I also
felt that I had grown. I had a friend who spoke

at the same speed as the locals and we became
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friends with about two weeks left, but when we
first spoke, I was confused by how fast they
spoke.

However, I was able to understand some of
what was being said, and on that basis, I was
able to think about what my friend was saying
and communicate. I was able to understand the
detailed instructions in class better than at first.
These things gave me a lot of confidence in
myself. Three months have passed. Looking
back, it was a very enjoyable experience three
months with a lot happening. At first, I thought
it was a long time, but when it was over, it went

by very quickly. I want to talk with exchange
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students when I get back to school in Japan.
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Last Month of School Abroad

I went to Auckland Zoo on April 13th with my
host family. It is popular in New Zeeland. It was
separated by continents, for examples Asia,
Australasia, America, or Africa. In Auckland Zoo,
there are many animals I had never seen, like
alligators, cheetahs, hippopotami, or zebras. I
think that seeing zebras was the best thing,
because although I had seen zebra on TV, I had

not seen zebra in real life. It was exciting. I think
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the zoo that I went to as a child looked different
from the ones I went to as an adult, because as I
grow, I accumulate knowledge of animals.
However, I still thought it was interesting. I was
able to see kiwis, the national bird of New
Zeeland there too. Kiwis are nocturnal, so we
can’t usually see them. I was able to enjoy
Auckland Zoo.

I went to Parakai Springs, which is a

swimming pool, with host family and their
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friends. There is a hot pool in there. I was happy
because there was not bathtub in host’s house,

so I had not been in one yet in New Zeeland.

In Rutherford College, I was sad to leave my

friends. My friend who is Filipino told me about
Filipino food and Filipino tourist attractions, so
I think that I want to go the Philippines.
Through going to this school abroad, I think that

I became interested the variety of countries.
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My last month
I am now less than a month away from the end
of March and I have grown a lot since January,
both in English and as a person. I had a lot of
different experiences from last year. There was

a dance show after school. Rutherford students
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were dancing. There were many Chinese dances,
African dances, Maori dances, and so on. All of
them were fascinating and moving.

In the school classes, there were various
assignments. In history, we learned about New

Zealand. We learned about the police arrests and
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beatings of immigrants from Fiji and Tonga, the
protests of the immigrants, and the history of
the immigrants protesting. We had an
assignment to be a migrant and write a story. It
was quite difficult, but I passed. The history
teacher was very kind, and I would like to take

her class again.
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In English class, we were preparing for the
New Zealand English Language Exam. I didn't
have to do it, but I was studying with the people
around me who were taking it. I practiced
writing letters in English. It was very hard. In
the last English class, we had a party because 1
was going back to Japan soon. Everyone brought
food and sweets and talked about their
memories. It is hard to say goodbye to everyone,
but I want to improve my English, even after I
go back to Japan. On my last day, I said goodbye
to my friends and teachers. It was very hard for
me not to see them again for a while. However, 1

can make use of this experience in the future, so

I will do my best when I return to Japan.
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