Shine! 2023%#E

~itETECIHAE~ 2024 £ 3 5

Shinel| &1%. MHIEZZAEDORH P TOFKAERHRA N7 7 2 Y —L OEIFEOREA %, =K HP %

TEOBEIAIBEZTHLEDOTT,

=R 1L NF 5B F

[=2—Y—F 2 F Henderson EiX]

Second Month

I have been studying abroad since last month,
but unlike last month, I participated in various
school events this month. In late February and
early March, I participated in two events, the
sports festival and the volleyball tournament.

The sports festival is an event similar to the
Japanese sports day. In addition to popular
events such as the standard 50-meter run and
400-meter run, there were also unusual events
such as costume relay, boot throw, mini soccer,
and three-person race. The most memorable
event for me was during the two-person, three-
legged competition. When a student fell during
the two-person trip, his partner carried him on
his back. I remember that when he scored a goal,
he walked up to the fallen student and crossed
the finish line with him.

Additionally, the 11th graders held a
volleyball tournament exclusively for students
taking physical education classes. Sixteen teams
gathered and played a total of 48 games. In
preparation for the volleyball tournament,
classes were divided into a practical day and a
lecture day. I thought, “How can I win with the
team assigned by the teacher?” After practice, I
was able to communicate with my teammates
about areas for improvement and the division of
roles within the team, and was able to work hard
towards victory.

Finally, on Valentine's Day on February 14th,
students at my school gave chocolates as gifts.

Although it is prohibited by school regulations in
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New Zealand, I was able to take them as it was
part of the school event. Also, in New Zealand,
unlike in Japan, there is no White Day, so boys

and girls give each other gifts on Valentine's Day.
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Learning

We are in the rainy season here in New
Zealand. This month has been another fruitful
and productive month for me. What kind of
image do you have of foreign countries? Having
never been abroad before, I had always thought
that individual people were independent in
many aspects of their lives and did not interfere
with their surroundings. Recently, however,
there was an event that overturned my image. It
happened when I was taking the bus to school. A
woman pushing a baby stroller got on the bus.
She was trying to stand up, but there was no
seat for her stroller. I saw children who noticed
her give up their seats. In Japan, this might be
a common sight. However, I was moved to see
this scene in New Zealand, a country with a
culture completely different from that of Japan.

I also saw a student helping a teacher in a

casual situation, and a boy helping a wheelchair
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user to get off the bus by pulling out a ramp
before the driver arrived. Although these are
just some of the images I had imagined of foreign
countries where people are independent, I was
able to encounter for myself a new aspect of

foreign countries that I did not know about.
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Also, this month I was able to invite a local girl

to play with me. At first, I was worried about my
English ability, but I learned the importance of

communicating my thoughts through
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conversation. It was also a wonderful day for me
to learn about a new aspect of the girl, who was
learning Japanese. Having learned about a new
aspect of other countries that I did not know
about, I would like to enjoy my remaining time

as an exchange student without regrets.
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Comparing New Zealand and Japan!

Two months have passed since I arrived in
New Zealand, and I can feel the heat of summer
gradually giving way to the coolness of autumn.
I have more friends to talk to at school than
before, and I feel like I have more opportunities
to experience different cultures. Therefore, in

this report, I would like to compare Japan and
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New Zealand based on my own experiences.
First, I take the bus to school, but it 1s almost
never on time. When it comes to the buses that
take children home from school, they are not
only late, but often don't even come at all. I was
shocked at how different people think about time
compared to Japan, where announcements are

made even with a 5-minute delay.
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Next, let's look at the garbage situation. In

Japan, the problem of litter is sometimes talked
about in the news, but in this country even
though there are many trash cans in schools and
on the streets, there is still a lot of litter. As part
of a class at a school, I had a chance to check the
amount of litter in the school, and found more
than 40 pieces of litter in about 15 minutes. I felt
that there was a difference in awareness about
garbage because of litter right next to garbage
bins and other places.

Lastly, I would like to talk about how to
interact with people. This is what I found to be
the most different thing from Japan when I
arrived here. For example, people make small
talk with strangers in front of them when they
are waiting in line at the cash register for their
bill, or talk with the person next to them on the
bus on a daily basis. There is also a culture of
hugging, high-fiving, and shaking hands
whenever people greet each other, even if they
are not particularly close friends. I thought that

this was very new and interesting since I used to

do nothing more than lightly nod my head

PRPER MBI P - S T171-0044 HAGUARE X T5 1-10-26

whenever I met someone. I will strive to make

the remaining month a better experience.
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Life in the second month

After two months in New Zealand I'm slowly
getting used to life here. I am now able to
smoothly transfer from one bus to another,
which I was not able to do in the beginning.

This month I went to the Japan Festival.
There we were able to see a Japanese drum and
Bon dance on stage. There were also many
Japanese food stalls. For example, there was
yakisoba, takoyaki and ramen noodles, which
are always seen in Japan. I was also surprised
to see ikameshi for sale there, which is rarely

seen at Japanese festivals. I was very happy to

eat Japanese food for the first time in a long time.

On March 9th, I met Ms. Ngapera, who
studied at Josai High School as a long-term
exchange student in my class. She invited me to
see her again. I was very happy to see her again.
She told me many stories about what happened
in Japan and New Zealand. I told her about what
I had experienced in New Zealand. I was very
happy when Ms. Ngapera told me that my
English had improved.

My dance team will be presenting in April. I
dance as a leader because I've been learning to
dance. In the beginning, it was difficult to teach

the choreography because 1 could not
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communicate well in English. Now I'm getting
used to it a little bit, and I'm able to
communicate better and teach choreography. I

would like to continue to lead everyone so that

we can have a good stage performance.
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Challenge

It has been two months since I arrived in New
Zealand. I am having a good time. I'm getting
used to living here and I can now do many things
on my own. The first thing I got used to was
shopping. It was almost the same as in Japan.
You can pay at a manned checkout or self-
checkout. But one thing was different. That was
that New Zealand people rarely use cash. I'm
using a credit card. It was the first time I had
ever used one, so I had to learn how to use it. It
was difficult to master. Everything was
explained in English, so I could not understand
it at first. I often had friends and host family
helping me. I made a lot of mistakes. Sometimes
I couldn't buy what I wanted. But I kept trying.

As a result, I'm now able to shop alone. I can
help my friends. It might seem like a small
success, but I was very happy. I think it was a

big step forward. Now I can shop and buy snacks
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alone. I can go where I want to go. I'm able to do
a lot of things. I also gained confidence. I learned
that it is important to work hard at small things.
I will continue to value this. My study abroad
program is coming to an end. I want to try more

things. I want to develop myself.
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