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First Experience

It has been about a month since I arrived in
New Zealand. I knew it was summer here, but I
was surprised to see how hot it was. I left the
airport and went to the high school I was going
to, where I met my host family. Unlike when I
studied abroad for a short period of time I was
very nervous because I was staying with a host
family by myself. My host family is from South
Africa and their English pronunciation is very
unique, so at first it was very difficult for me to
understand them. However, as I lived with them,
I gradually began to understand them. I thought
it was interesting how different people had
different accents even in the same English
language.

School started a week after we arrived in New
Zealand. Local students performed the haka on
the school grounds at the opening ceremony.
That was very powerful and cool. In New
Zealand, the

everywhere and Maori classes are held at

Maori language is written
schools, which shows that the Maori culture is
respected.

At the beginning of my school life, I was very
worried about whether I could communicate in
English, but I was very happy that the students
in my class talked to me. Thanks to the kind
people, I was able to adjust to school life right
away. On the weekend we had a barbecue with
our host family’s grandchildren and host family

friends. We all had a great time talking and
playing games. I hope to keep up the good work.

PRPERAEMBIRPE Y - WS AEE T171-0044 HOFHE & X T 1-10-26

01 T DB

Za—U—FV RIETHLH 1 DABPRLE
L7z, ZobBIEEEEMSTWE LN I ARIZ
BVWEITES TR oD TEE E L, 298
ZCCHBMIS<ERETIToTEITHA MY
7 IV —CExmE LE Lz, R TOR & I3EN,
AT ATOR—LATA oD TETHEH
RLELE, RANZ 7 IV —0E7T 7 U DY
DI e B THRFEOFE DM TRAONIH 5 0
METHRETLER, —RICAEEFELTNS 9D
WZREATEABRERND LX) IZm>TEE L, [
CHETHACL-TT 7B bMELXTEL L
ANipk EnE LT,

Za— U= RIZOWTH b —EFH%IZFER
WERE Y F Uiz, SRS B O AR E DL IE TN
HEWE L TN ELL, ETHHEABHY, »»
SZEDoeTT, =2a—Y—F FTIEWS
LAY FVEBNRENTHHT-Y ., FET~A
VOREZ LTV TDHZ Ehb~F VO
EEBEELTWAIENELLNE LT,

FRRAETEDPIGE > TIRPNIEFENBC L 00L T
BARLETULIEN, 77 ADEFETZBRFE LT T

MAFLHE O XE S X OHG O BTSN 2 555



<HTETHELN-72TY, BiCHxmd AT
LT SAGELTTINEED . Dhrblnl &
Do THERTNDLLIICHBH LTI L
TLNEBNT T CICERAFICEN S Z &0
TE=a2—V—J  FOANELIZE THELWA
bl UE Lz, BRIZFAARNZ 71U —
DERRHRA N7 7 I Y —DRGE L —FEIZAN—F
a—%LE LT, AARTIELED, F—2%L
DL TETHVWIHAWM I T Z &M TEEL
oo TNHH 2O CHEHIE> TWEZWTT,

EBR1IEE H B B

[=2—Y—F 2 F Massey &)

Lots of Firsts

I've been here almost a month, and I already
experienced lots of events with my host family
and my friends. The first week here we went to
a famous beach called Wananaki. The view was
very beautiful, and I'm glad I went there because
last year the weather wasn’t very great so lots of
people couldn’t go. We stayed there for three
days. We stayed at a camp. It was my first time
to stay at camp and it was better than I thought.
I think it was a good experience for me. That was
the biggest event for me.

I also went to the city with my friends before
school started. We had some delicious food and
saw the famous building called Sky Tower. On
Feb. 11th, I went to Spark Arena to see my
favorite artist NF in concert. It was my first time
to go to the concert and it was awesome! The
concert was in the city, so I went there all by
myself. I didn’t know what to do but a kind
woman helped me, so everything went smoothly

at the concert. That was my second big event.
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We have been going to the Massey high school
since Feb. 8th. I like the classes more than in
Japan because there is more activity. The
teacher won'’t let students just take notes during
the class, and will ask lots of questions to
students and make some group activity, trying to
make students have fun. PE. is my favorite
subject in the school. We did tag rugby. The rules
were hard to understand but it was fun to play.
I made some friends in the P.E. class. That was
my first month in New Zealand. I hope I can

hang out with local students next month.
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One Month and Getting Used to It
I have been studying abroad in Auckland, New
Zealand since January 2024. The purpose of
studying abroad is to improve my English skills
and to grow by interacting with various values.
During my first week, I attended a language
school, where I learned basic English grammar
and vocabulary for daily use. After that, I began
attending a local high school. My study abroad

experience was more fulfilling than I had
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imagined. The natural beauty of New Zealand is
outstanding, and the culture is very different
from Japan. I am learning a lot while living in
New Zealand.

Also, I think my English skills are improving
as I study abroad. However, native speakers'
English is sometimes difficult to understand
because of difference in pronunciation and
intonation even among people in the same

country. In class, I often interact with kiwis
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(New Zealanders) and foreign people in English,
giving me the opportunity to test my English
skills.

In daily life, I went to the city with my new
friends, went to the West city mall, and enjoyed
holidays and after-school activities with friends
that I rarely do in Japan. Next month, I would
like to further develop my English listening and
speaking skills as I will be more familiar with
the environment than this month. I would also
like to further deepen communication with my
host mother and use my time off from school and
after-school hours to further improve my
English-speaking skills and use my time in a

very meaningful way.
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Various Cultures

I have been having a great time in New
Zealand. Recently, my host mother had her
birthday. I was surprised that many host
mother’s friends came to my house. In Japan
people don’t come here like this. I thought it was
a great tradition to have so many people
celebrating. I ate some traditional New Zealand
food. It was a good experience. I also hung out
with my friends on the weekend.

Last week, I went to Auckland city with them.
We walked around city. Then, we visited some
places such as Spark Arena and Sky Tower.
These were very good places. Someday, I want to
go to these places again. We ate hamburgers for
lunch. I was surprised when I saw a New
Zealand hamburger for first time because it was
bigger than the Japanese one. After that, when

we were walking, saw a performer on the street.

He did some great performances. It was amazing.

In school life, I always have a good time. When
I came Massey High School for the first time, 1
was so nervous because I can’t speak English
well and cannot communicate. But Massey High
School students talk kindly to me. It makes me
happy. When we talked about Japan, I taught
them Japanese words. Then they spoke in
Japanese. It was exciting. I learned one thing.
When we meet friends, we always shake hands,
and we say “What’s up bro!” I thought this was
an interesting tradition. I hope to make a lot of

friends in the future and speak English well.
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Study Abroad

I arrived in New Zealand and have been
amazed every day. The culture here is vastly
different from dJapan, which makes it very
exciting. I am staying in an area with recently
constructed residential neighborhoods where
people from various countries have settled. After
dinner at my grandmother’s house the other
night, I was invited to join the neighbors for a
chat. Among them were a man from Scotland, a
woman from the Philippines, a man from Africa,
and the host families—who all came from
England. Despite our different backgrounds, we
all communicated in English, and I realized
again that English is a language understood
around the world.

My host families have been very kind. They
have taken me to different places, allowing me
to experience New Zealand firsthand. I've
explored the beautiful ocean and even had the
chance to swim. One memorable evening, I
enjoyed fish and chips by the beach. At the zoo, I

saw a kiwi bird for the first time. It was larger
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than I had imagined and incredibly cute. During
our shopping outings, my host family introduced
me to New Zealand specialties, including kiwi
fruit, chocolate, and honey. I've learned so much
from these experiences.

On my birthday, which is on February 23rd, 1
invited my friends over after school. They gave
me a lot of presents, and I felt truly happy. My
host family also surprised me with a necklace, a
bookmark, and a heartfelt letter. We celebrated
with cake, pizza, and chips. They also played the
birthday song. It was a great day.
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