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[ My first time studying abroad |
Since this was my first time traveling abroad, I
did not understand anything during my first week.
But as I spent time with my host family, I grew

accustomed to my life here.

We went to Dominion language school to study
for a week. I could feel the English atmosphere
because we couldn’t speak any other language than
English at this language school. It is a good memory
being able to make friends outside of Josai High
School. When the language school ended, I started
attending Henderson High School. T had a hard
time during the first week because I did not
understand anything, but I managed to get over it
thanks to the help of students there who taught me
many things. I want to make friends and increase
my English skills during the remaining month and
a half.

I spend time with my host family on weekends.
We go shopping and to the beach. Sometimes, I go
to the city to go shopping with my friend. It is fun
because I can go to places I have not been to before.

I went to the soccer stadium to watch a soccer
game on February 15. The Japanese famous soccer
player Keisuke Honda participated in the match. I
belong to the football club so it was a great
experience. I want to go and see the next soccer
game.
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[ Anice encounter |
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My first day of my study abroad stay in New
Zealand! I had taken an airplane for 10 hours so my
lower body was uncomfortable. When I met with my
host family I was really nervous; however, I was
glad to talk with them. I made two friends whose
names are Shaun and Seoyeon. Seoyeon is older
than me but she is nice person who talks warmly to
me!!

One day, I went to Mission Bay Beach with
Seoyeon. She introduced six of her friends to me.
We celebrated the birthday of one of her friends at a
seafood restaurant near Mission Bay Beach. We ate
a lunch of delicious seafood such as mussels and

oysters and meat. At Mission Bay Beach we did

many activities such as a swimming battle, trying
to go off the coast and more. I was very tired but it
was a fun day!

Then we gathered from time to time. We went to
eat Korean chicken, and went to the music festival
with my host family on the Waitangi Da.
Sometimes I learn Korean from her and teach
Japanese to her. They left New Zealand before me,
but we promised to meet in Japan and Korea. I was
very sad because I talked with her various things.
We thanked each other; I was encouraged very
much.

There were various encounters this month. I
think I got a very good start.
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[ My first time studying abroad |
I had never studied abroad before this so I was
nervous when I met my host family; however my
host mother is very kind. On my second day, I went
shopping with my host mother. I was surprised to

see that there was a bigger shop than in Japan.

Three days later, I began attending Dominion
English School. T interacted with people coming
from various countries. We went to a zoo during
orientation and we were able to interact with the

other classes. It was a lot of fun learning English

there. When the school finished, I went shopping
with my host mother, went to an amusement park
with some Josai students, and had a barbecue. It
was so much fun.

Four consecutive holiday days later, life in
Henderson High School began. Henderson is
different from Dominion. I hear English spoken
every day, so I think my English listening skills
have improved. When I entered, the school held a
swimming day and a sports day. I could feel a
different atmosphere than in Japan. I could make
friends with people in my class and do physical
education together. When I don’t know something
during English class my classmates help me by
teaching me the material so I feel improvement
every day. I want to try hard so that I can have
more positive interactions and improve my English
even more during the next month.
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[ My first overseas life |

One month has passed since I came to New

Zealand. Time passes very quickly and I'm having
fun. New Zealand is so hot. I'm getting struck by
heat now. So, New Zealand is a lot of different
things from Japan. For example, everyone is kind
and friendly. If I went past people on the street,
people greet me with a smile. My host family is very
kind. I think that many people with a positive
character because they speak one after another. I
feel easy to speak actively. Since my host family
gave me a lot of questions, I was able to
communicate. The first picture is a picture when I
went to eat dinner on the first day we met. I went to
stay at Omaha beach. I went to a birthday party
and played with cricket with my host family.

For the first week, I went to a language school
using a ferry. It was a mysterious feeling it was my

first school riding a ferry. Second picture is my
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teacher. I can understand English little with him.
The school in New Zealand is different from
Japanese school and it’s surprising and fun.
However, I'm suffering from understanding what

my teachers are saying because they speak English

too fast. I took classes in English and history, music,

ESOL, technology. I'm eating lunch with my buddy
and my friends talking in English. It’s fun to talk
because there are people from various countries.
I won the school event called Amazing Races. My
school was split into different groups to compete
with each other. When I had a mission in the city, I
lost it and I danced alone playing music in the
middle of the city. I was very embarrassed, but it
was a good memory. I'm happy that I can enjoy
school life every day. I hope I can make more
memories and I want to make everything better
than before.
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[ Life in NZ |

We went to a language school for five days. I
used a ferry because it was far and it was
something I couldn’t experience in Japan. I learned
English grammar taught with only English. I also
learned things that I didn’t know in Japan.
Furthermore, I made a friend there. She is from
Korea. She is the same age, but she could speak
English very well. I thought I should try harder at
English.

My homestay is in Strugnell’s family. My
host family is very kind. They took me to many
places for my sake. For example, they took me to a
church, and they took me to a barbecue with 3
families at their grandmother’s house. Because of
that, I had many chances to talk with the local
people. I was nervous at first. However, I thought
that speaking is more important than being correct
with grammar. Thus, I felt that talking in English
became more fun. I remember conversational
expressions and I want to talk more.

I went to the host family’s second house for 4
days. I experienced riding a paddleboard there. I

was able to ride on my first try. It was my first

experience, so I was excited. I felt as if I was
walking on the sea. It was fun. At night I saw many
stars on the terrace. It was beautiful and more
numerous than what I see in Japan. I thought there
are many stars in the world. It was moving.
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[ Everything is My First Time |

It was the first time for me to come to New
Zealand. “My life in New Zealand has started” I was
deeply moved when I entered my host family’s
house. At first, I thought the house was spacious. I
felt the same when I studied abroad in Australia
when I was a junior high school student.

My host mother is a police officer and my host
father is a builder. The family has two cats in the
house. Sometimes my host father’s brother comes to
the house. Everyone is very friendly and kind. My
host mother enjoys hockey and cross-fit. My host
father works on home projects in his spare time.
The family likes to go for walks, visit beaches and to
go shopping.

The first week, I studied at the Dominion
language school. I was able to learn English with
people from various countries. Each one had his or
her own mother tongue. I thought it was a very nice

place to know the culture of New Zealand and other

countries.

Next week I started to go to Henderson High
School. The first day, as I did not know my class,
many staff helped me how to get to my classroom.
My host family and I went to Rangitoto Island on
the first weekend of the school term. We arrived
there by train and ferry. It took an hour. The place
was rich in nature. I felt a clear breeze.

The week after, there was a swimming festival at
school. I was in the Orange team. Everyone
participated in their own color clothes with face
painting. The teacher’s dance performance in each
team was especially exciting for me. This festival
made me want to make many friends and enrich my
study abroad in New Zealand.
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