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[The end of Basketball Season |

I had my last basketball practice before my last
game. My coach told me that we were going to
practice my favorite drill for about ten minutes. I
said that my favorite drill is the ten-minute dash.
My teammates said “Are you serious? Are you
kidding me? Nobody wants to run.” I told them that
I was just kidding. I didn’t want to run, and my
favorite drill was lay-up shots which was called the
beast. Everybody was laughing and said “Good
choice. I like it.” Later, I gave Japanese gifts to

them. My last practice was fantastic.

I had my last basketball game and senior night

before starting the game. My host sister came to my
last game and a woman who was a part of my host

family two years ago. During senior night, my name
was called by the announcer. The announcer talked

about my future in front of the spectators. I got a

bunch of gifts and letters from my teammates. I
took pictures with my host sister. Also, I gave
letters and roses to my coaches. I was a starting
player for our last game. Before starting the game,
one of my teammates told me “Don’t be afraid. Don’t
be nervous. We worked hard every time. Have fun
during our last game.”

During our game, I did my best, but we couldn’t
win our last game. After finishing our last game, I
said to my coaches and teammates “Thank you for
teaching me basketball and giving me courage and
confidence”. I really appreciate them because they
helped me all the time. I've learned so many things
from them. It shall be my treasure, and it was a
great experience in my life. We were like a family,
and they were like my sisters to me. I could change
my point of view because of them.” I started to cry.
They told me, “You are so amazing, and I will miss
you so much. I'm super proud of you. Your English
skills have improved so much from the start of this
season.” I was very happy.

In addition, I'm so thankful for my host family
because they were busy, but they picked me up after
practice every day, and they would wait until I
arrived at the school during basketball season. I'm
so glad that I got to meet my wonderful coaches and
teammates. They are the best team I've ever met.
Honestly, I'm sad because I can’t play basketball
anymore, but it was fun to spend time with them. I
can’t believe that basketball season is done. I
wanted to play basketball more with them, but it
came to an end. It wasn’t easy to win any games
this past season, but it was worth it. I will love

them forever.
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My birthday was about a month ago. My host
family, friends, teachers, teammates, and coaches
said, “Happy birthday!” to me. They sang the
birthday song to me, and I got many presents from
them. My host sister gave me a pretty wallet and
gave me a hug. I was very happy. I went to Dutch
Bros with them twice that day because the drink
was free. I ordered a large drink. It was larger than
I had imagined. The dinner for my birthday was my
favorite food, tacos. My host family cooked it for me.
It was very delicious. It was really special to spend
time with them on my birthday. I had two birthday
parties. The first party was at my host family’s
grandma’s house and the second party was at a
hotel with my best friends. I ate birthday cake and
got plenty of presents and letters. I'm grateful to
everyone in my life so far.
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[ My Sixth Month Abroad |
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Winter came late, and Canada is much colder
than I thought. It felt like Christmas because it was
snowing a lot this month and, luckily, there were
two days off school. I made an igloo, a couch, had a
snowball fight, and sled on a hill with my host
sisters. It was really fun. It snowed and rained off
and on throughout winter. Now, the ground is
slippery because it’s frozen. I slipped twice already,
and I also get cold easily, so my host family bought
me a heater.

This month was really busy for me because there
were math exams, a singing test for choir, a ski trip
and so on. I did my best, and the results were not
very bad. Math is a bit difficult for me. Of course, I
can use a calculator, but I can’t get the meanings of
questions. My host father always helps me, and my
friends and teacher too.

My youngest host sister had a birthday party.
She loves Pinatas, so her mom prepared one. I'd
never seen one before. It was so cool. There were

many little kids, and they were so adorable.

BEAXEHEMEDY - S%$ T171-0044 ERHEZERFE 1-10-26

XARFOXELSSVEROEHEHRERT



February 14th was Valentine’s Day. I made

chocolate cookies for my friends. This was the first
time I made something for Valentine’s Day. My
friend made me a card. There was a photo booth at
school, and I took photos behind the cute wall. After
school, I decorated the walls in the house with my
host sister, even the toilet, before my host parents
came home. They were surprised and glad. My host
sisters made me a very artistic card.

My host sisters are so sweet. When I go home,
they open the door and say, “Hi Konomi” and hug
me. If I'm not doing well, I can be relaxed. That’s
why I love the house.

February 18th was Family Day, so I went to the
Regional Airport with my host family and spent
time with them. I don’t really know about airplanes,
but these were exhibits, so I was able to ride and
touch them. I also learned about Canadian history.
After that, we went to my host grandparent’s house
and ate supper.

I finally finished a book I was reading little by
little. It took about 3 months, but the book was
really terrific. Now, I can read the next book. When
I can’t understand, my host sisters always help me.
Reading books helps with improving my English.
My friends said, if you have words you don’t know,
you can ask anytime. I'm so lucky.

I can’t believe that only 4 months are left. I have

to figure out what I can do with the last 4 months

and how to deal with my problems. I need to talk
more. When I mess up, nobody laughs, and they
help me, so I have to have confidence in myself.
They are so kind! Of course, I can learn more
than I know now. Learning English is so fun and
is difficult for me. I don’t want to waste my time,
so I'll try my best.
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