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[ Merry Christmas and Happy New Year |

Half a year has passed since I came here. I went
to a Christmas party and to a New Year party with
my basketball teammates about a month ago. At
the Christmas party, I gave a present to one of my
teammates and I wrote a letter to her. I brought her
some American candies and scrunchies. She told me

“Thank you very much. I love it. 'm so glad.” Also, I

got some American snacks from my friend. It was
called secret sisters. Before the party, my coach
gave us each a piece of paper with someone’s name
written on it and then I wrote down what I wanted
on a whiteboard. It was pretty cool and really fun.
Moreover, I played plenty of games with them. I
was able to speak to them and the party was very

fun.

At the New Year party, I went to one of my

teammate’s house. I brought some Japanese
candies and eggs. I said “These are very good. You
can try it.” It was funny because they tried to eat
them, but they didn’t believe that they were
Japanese eggs. My coach told me that she couldn’t
believe it. I told people about Japanese culture and
school life. After finishing the party, we watched our
basketball games on video. We talked about what
we should practice to win our games from now on.

I was chosen as a starting player for the
basketball game. My name was called by the
announcer. Everyone gave me high fives. Before the
game, my coach told me “You work hard at
basketball practice every day and you weren’t
absent from practice. I'm proud of you. You can do
it.” I was so happy, but I was nervous. However, my
teammates said “You don’t have to worry about that.
You are really good.” Also, they gave me hugs. On
the other hand, the opposing team was stronger
than me and taller than me. During the game, I
wanted to make sure that no matter what I was
going to play hard and focus on the game, but we
couldn’t win the game. My host family watched my

game in person. They said “Nice job. You were
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amazing, and we got to see you be a starting player.

We saw that you were working hard.” I was so
grateful.

I went to my host family’s cousin’s house on
Christmas Eve and their grandmother’s house on
Christmas day. There were a bunch of people at the
party. I brought Japanese foods and I received
many gifts and letters from them. I really
appreciated them. I was able to speak with them a
lot, so I was very happy. On Christmas day, I gave
Christmas presents to my host family. They also
gave me wonderful gifts. The presents were exactly
what I wanted too. I was so thankful. We wore
matching pajamas on Christmas day. I was able to
have a precious experience in America.

On New Year’s Day, I went to Salem with my
host family and their friends. I stayed in a hotel
with them. I stayed up later than midnight, so I
was sleepy. When it got to be 12 o’clock, I told my
host family that “I was so grateful. Thank you very
much. I love you guys.” We went to a Japanese
restaurant and then went to the pool at the hotel.
In addition, we went to a trampoline facility. I was

able to have a wonderful time with them. I really
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appreciate my host family.
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[ My Fifth Month Abroad |

Five months have passed since I came here. 2018
has turned into 2019. I'm determined to keep my
resolution. I had a party with my family for New

Year. It was a blast. I wondered about the way my

family spends their time. They watched an
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American program, and when American New Year
was coming, we celebrated, said “Cheers!” and
drank some juice. When Canadian New Year was
coming, we didn’t celebrate very much, and we
watched a movie. It felt weird, but it’s a normal

event here. I stayed up late with my host family,
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but they usually go to sleep really early. I'm glad to
talk with them about Canadian and Japanese
cultures. Only under 6 months are left until I go
back to Japan. That’s incredible. I want to live
here more even though I was really scared to come
here.

There was a 2-hour final English test. I thought
that was too long, but it felt quick. I felt that it was
pretty good, but the result was horrible. I was able
to see my ability. The first semester finished in the
middle of a month. Every time I grow, and the
teachers were super kind. Of course, I asked
questions but when I couldn’t understand the
teachers searched Japanese and taught me with
translations. I'm grateful. English class was the
most difficult subject, but now I want to learn
more in this class.

There is one sad thing. I had 9th grade classes,
but I'm actually in 10th grade. I'm going to take all
10th grade classes next semester which means I
don’t have 9th grade classes anymore. I'll really
miss them, and I also don’t have many 10th grade
friends. I'm kind of scared to go to school, but if I
think positively, I can enter this new environment
with a fresh start and have a good experience. 1
believe “never let bad days make you feel bad
because good ones are coming soon”. I discovered
this impressive sentence when I was reading a

book. I won'’t ever give up no matter what happens.

I learned a lot of things this semester. I'm still
thinking about how to live a meaningful life. Many
people advised me, and I learned. During the
winter vacation, I did a sleepover with my friends
and hung out. My host mother said you can invite
them anytime. My English is getting better than
before when I talk with my comfortable friends,
but classes are very hard and difficult for me to
understand. I'm seeing a lot of new words every
day. Of course, it is fun, but it is difficult for me to
use them. There were many ways to use them, so if
I learn new words, I have to use them repeatedly.

This month was really active. It’s been a long
time since I weighed myself. I gained 4 kg. I
surprised myself, so I'm trying to do activities
such as badminton to exercise. I always go to the
gym, the pool and so on with my host family. I
don’t like moving very much, but doing it
together is really fun and can refresh my mind. I
went skating for the first time. I was able to

skate without support. This month was really

important to me.
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