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[ My new life |

A month has already passed since I've come to

America. I have been to Sweet Home twice in this
study abroad program. Before I left for America, I
was anxious, but many people encouraged me after
I arrived. I'm brimming with discovery every day. I
have been having a great time in America, and I'm
very happy because I could come to Sweet Home
again.

My host family is very kind. They teach me about
different cultures a lot. I work hard at English

pronunciation practice with my host sister every

day. She gave me homework so that I could Sunday. I learn about different cultures, and I'm
translate how to cook curry without using a able to communicate with many people. I went to a
smartphone or dictionary by myself. She helps me medical university for a Saturday academy. I
improve my English ability. When they leave home, learned about the Oregon trail with other students.
I sometimes feel like my tears are coming into my I went shopping, went to a festival, and watched
eyes for just a moment because they are busy with movies with my host family. I'm having a very fun
work and I worry about their health. I really time with my new life.

appreciate them. I fold their laundry, wash the I'm the only exchange student at Sweet Home
dishes, and clean the kitchen to help. I'm very glad High School this year. I was surprised. I go to school
because they thank me for helping and give me by car and take lessons regardless of grade level. I
hugs. I go to church on Wednesday, Saturday, and was very nervous speaking English, but I was

myself, and the other students thought of me
positively. As a result, I could make many friends,
but I can’t seem to remember all of their names
because I made so many new friends. I'm really
enjoying my school life because I have gotten to
watch volleyball and football games or spend time
studying for tests after school with some of my
friends. My favorite subject is Theatre Arts. I got to
act with my friends onstage and imitated a cat. I

spoke English quickly, and I read picture books to

the student audience. It was hard to remember my
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lines, but everyone helped me, so I really enjoyed
acting. The most surprising subject was Wood Shop.
I was surprised to see how to cut wood into different
shapes. I studied about wood and cut it using
machines. I didn’t know how to use the machine,
but someone taught me how to use it. I joined the
Josai club. I didn’t know about the Josai club last
summer, but I learned about it by helping. I teach

everyone Japanese or work at the concessions stand.

We work hard so that they can come to Japan in
2020. I'm trying my best to improve my English

skills and will continue to from now on.
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[ My First Month Abroad |

This is my third time going to Canada, and I am
staying at the same host family’s house from a
previous visit. I am very excited to be back in
Canada! My host sisters drew me a picture, and I
was glad to see it. One month has passed since I
arrived in Canada and I'm getting used to the new
environment.

It is winter in Canada, so it is cold now. The
outside temperature is about 9 degrees, so
sometimes I wear a sweater, and a cold is going
around now.

Before I started school, my host family took me to
many places. For example, Play Land, a flower
garden, and a restaurant. I saw the dog show at
Play Land and ate Filipino and Japanese food at
the restaurant. My host family is always very kind.
I love them.

School classes are very difficult for me. It is
difficult for me to study in English and Social
Studies. I have English, Social Studies, PE, and
Bible Studies. I'm in 10th grade, but I'm taking 9th
grade classes except for PE. I especially like Bible
Studies. Bible Studies is very difficult to

CEERR

understand, but the teacher is very kind. He talks
to me about Japanese in the class, so he includes
me in the class. When I have a problem, he listens
to me and when I can’t understand he explains
slowly and in detail. I made a friend in Bible
Studies. She actively talks with me and is affable.
She often says, “Hi Konomi,” so she made me happy.
I always talk to her about the weekend, school life,
and so on. When I couldn’t understand, another girl
explained again. I also made a friend in Social

Studies. She always takes care of me. I can’t
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understand what the teacher says, so she always
helps me. I eat lunch with her, but it is not only her.
There are about ten people in the lunch group.
There are many Korean people there. I always look
forward to lunchtime because I want to talk with

friends and I want to see what lunch is. My host

mom is a good cook. I need more English knowledge.

I have to speak, but I don’t have good speaking
skills. I practice reading aloud, and I hear many
new words every day. I want to speak in front of
people someday. I am always studying English, and
I have some English books at my home.
I went to a mountain for PE. I had never climbed

a mountain before. Someone gave up on the way,
but I didn’t give up. My friend and I helped each
other. When I got to the top of the mountain, I was
very happy. The view was very beautiful, and
nature was thriving. I felt a sense of
accomplishment. I am glad I climbed to the top of
the mountain, but my legs were sore the next day. It
was very hard for me. I'm enjoying Canadian life.

Recently, Chinese people came to my home to
study abroad. We speak many languages and learn.

It is fun, but I miss my Japanese friends.

Sometimes there are a lot of difficult things at

school, and I want to see them. I miss my friends,

but I came here to study English, so I have to try
my best. I'm never alone; someone always helps me.
I'll never forget to thank them as I learn more
English. Time goes so fast. I can’t spend much time
in Canada. I only have limited time, so I want to
make every day count. I have a lot of homework
every day, so I asked the teachers to help. The
school teachers are very kind.

I finished just before the deadline, so I should have
a plan for next time. Canada has many events. So,

I'm looking forward to them!
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