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[ Halloween |

I had a great time at Halloween! I was surprised
because some students and teachers dressed up at
school. One of my friends was made up like a
mummy. I was very scared. I dressed up in a Josai
school uniform because Sweet Home High School
doesn’t have a uniform. My friends said, “It’s so cool
and magnificent!” I gave some Japanese candies to
them. I hadn’t had that kind of experience in Japan,
so it was a good experience for me.

Finally, I joined the basketball team! I practice
basketball from 5:30 to 7:00 PM every day. The
coaches and teammates are very kind to me, but I
was nervous at my first practice because I had to
communicate with them and keep up with them in
order to play basketball. However, even when I
didn’t know what to do, they taught me a lot, and I
got some advice from them. When I played well, or I

scored a basket during practice, they praised me by
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saying things like “Good job Rimi! Keep going.” I
was very happy, and I got to high-five them. They
said to me, “You are small like a kid, but you are
very fast at dribbling, and your basketball skills are
very good.” I was so glad. I wanted to make sure
that I would do my best at practicing basketball
really hard without neglecting my English studies.
One of my coaches said, “Are you from Josai?” I was
very surprised because he knew my school’s name.
He has been to Josai before, and he played
basketball in my school. I thought that it was an
accidental meeting. I'm so excited that I can
practice every day with my wonderful coaches and
teammates.

I met the people who could speak English and
Japanese or had lived in the Fukuoka prefecture
near their church. They are working as an associate
pastor now. I talked with them in Japanese, but I

noticed that I forgot some Japanese. I learned about
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God from them. I talked about the difference
between American and Japanese cultures. I spoke
with them for a long time. I hope that I can see
them again someday. Also, there was a Harvest
party at the church. I brought some Japanese
snacks. Plenty of people said that they had never
eaten them before but said that it was delicious. I
could make new friends and see new people. I
introduced myself, and I got to talk to them. I
played games with them. It was pretty amazing
because not only were there people I already knew
but also new people from various churches gathered
at our church. I really like talking in English, so I
was delighted to talk to them.

I went to Newport with my host mother and sister.
It was so much fun. I stayed in a hotel for one night
and two days. I went to a science center, an
aquarium, and the beach. My host mother took a
bunch of pictures. My host sister taught me a lot of
things. The beach was very cold, and the waves
were high. My pants got soaked because my sister
and I were singing songs and I didn’t notice that the
waves were coming. I went to a seafood restaurant
and a Japanese restaurant. It was tasty. I really

appreciate them taking me to a lot of new places.
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[ My Third Month Abroad |

Three months have passed since I came here. It’s
too fast. To be honest, I don’t want to think about
the last day in Canada. I still have worries, but I
love Canada, so I'm spending precious time
carefully. But when I come back home after school,
I often fall asleep because I'm very tired. I think it
is such a waste of time. I had too much homework
from school this month. This month was the
hardest time for me to finish my homework. The
subject that I struggle with most is English.
English class has been difficult so far for me.
English words have many different meanings, so

memorizing is hard for me. I'm reading a book from
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the English class. My teacher said it is easy to
understand but there are a lot of words I can’t
understand. I'm always thinking that I need more
vocabulary skill. I'm learning now but I can’t
express my emotion sometimes. In such case, my
friends always say, “I'm proud of you. You're
learning now. Don’t worry.” I'm always helped by
their words. My friends cheer me up. SCS students
are very kind and nice. When I make grammar
mistakes, they fix my English. I'm encouraged by
them.
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I went to the Countdown Christmas of Central

City with my host family on November 23rd. There
were many people there. I thought this place was
very famous because a famous television station

was coming. I sang many songs and took pictures. I

took a picture with Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

One of the policemen was quite tall. I think he was
over 2 meters high. The count down began. Many
people said 5,4,3,2,1 and then, the huge Christmas
tree was lit up. I heard everyone cheer and the

event was lively. I'd never seen an event like this. It

WEXPHBEE PR SFFR

was very fun but it was too cold outside. I felt glad
to see such a big event in a foreign country. I
learned differences between Japan and Canada.
Many houses are being decorated for Christmas.
Most houses are already done. When I walk around
my  neighborhood, I am surprised. The
illuminations are super beautiful. I'll be able to see
all the time. We are starting to decorate in my
house. I'm very looking to Christmas and I hope it
snows a lot. I heard that it snowed a lot in Canada
last year. By the way, it is getting cold outside. The
temperature in the morning and night is sometimes
0 or 1 degree. When I leave home, the water is
frozen, and my host sisters become sick easily.
Caring for my own body is very important, so I try
to keep myself in good condition.

To be honest, I miss my Japanese friends little by
little. Sometimes, I do chat with my friends and
they tell me about their school life. Their messages
encourage me. Recently, I talked with Moto-san a
few days ago and I especially talked about school.
Moto-san advised me about many things. I'd like to
think that my English is getting better. I'll do my
best in the next month.
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