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[ My first basketball game in America |
This month, I was given the opportunity to play
with both the Varsity and the Junior Varsity
basketball teams. The Varsity team is the strongest
basketball team at Sweet Home High School.
Junior Varsity is the second strongest team. I have
basketball games twice a week. When I had an
away game and I was late getting back home, my
host family was waiting until late at night. I really
appreciate them. Recently, I have been very busy
because I have had to study to improve my grades
and I have had to improve my English skills and

play basketball games at the same time.

I had my first basketball game. I was very nervous
because it was my first game in America and there
were a lot of people watching. I didn’t have

confidence that I could show everyone my

basketball skills. About five minutes after the game
started, my coach said to me “Go, Rimi!” I said to
myself that I could do it. However, I couldn’t do
anything because I was nervous, confused and
scared. The opponents were very tall, so I wasn’t
able to pass the basketball to my teammates and
they took the ball several times. The difference in
points seemed to grow. As a result, I lost my focus. I
cried a little bit because of regret.

When finishing the second half, my coach told me
“You are doing great. Your basketball skills were
good. Basketball is a fun sport. Believe in yourself.
Believe in your teammates. You are stronger than
you think.” Furthermore, another coach said “Smile,
Rimi! If the game is fast, you have to slow down.
You can do it.” My coaches gave me a hug and
cheered me up. I could change my point of view. For
the last three minutes I played basketball again
and I did my best. I didn’t want to give up. After
finishing the game, my teammates said “Rimi, good
job! I am proud of you. You are amazing.” Also,
everybody praised me a lot. I was so happy. I
decided not to feel any regret again and practice
very hard every day, so that I will be able to win the
next game with everyone.

The second trimester of classes started. I was able
to make many friends and talk to my new teachers
a lot. They are very kind to me and teach me many
things. I'm so excited to speak with them every day.
I take History, Home Ec, English, Math and
Political Science classes. All of these classes are fun.
However, I think that this trimester is more
difficult than first trimester because I have had a

presentation and an essay multiple times. I have
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had them almost every day. The contents of each

class is harder, however when I have questions, I
get to ask my teachers every time. They teach me
everything I need to know. When I can’t finish my
homework, I go to school at 7 o’clock in the morning
or I do it after school. My teacher tells me
“Awesome! Nice job.” They help me so that I can
improve my English skills all the time.

I had a great time for Thanksgiving Day. I went to
my host family’s grandmother’s house. I ate a lot of
turkey and tried several different pies. All of the
food was very delicious. I told my host family “I am
thankful for the chance to live with them and that I
am able to have a great experience while I am in
America.” I spoke with a lot of people and it was
fun.
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[ My Fourth Month Abroad |

Four months have passed. Every time I write
this report, I feel that time goes by very fast. There
were many events this month, and I had three
Christmas parties.

First, there was a “Language Partner Christmas
party” after school. At this party, the international
students do things with their partner only. There is
a meeting every week at lunchtime, and we eat
lunch together and talk. It is really meaningful and
fun, so I always go. At the Christmas party, I wore a

Christmas costume and played many games, took

pictures and so on. Many people praised my
costume. I had a really good time. My circle of
friends has grown so big.

Second, there was a party at a nursing home
because there was a 98-year-old woman. I met her
for the first time. She looked really good even
though she will be 99 soon. She can’t hear without a
microphone, so I used the microphone and said
“Merry Christmas Gogo”. She held my hands and
said, “Merry Christmas,” and kissed my cheek. It
warmed my heart. I hope she lives long with good
health.

BEXEMBEHERE - BE$K T171-0044 EEHEZERXFER 1-10-26

XARFOXELSSVEROEHEHRERT



Third, there was a party at the house of my host

mother’s cousin. My host mother is a Filipina, and
she has many cousins. I was surprised that there
were about 40 people at the party. The party looked
like an adult party. I was really shy so I couldn’t
talk to the adults, but when I was playing the game,
I talked with them. I was happy. I always want to
talk to new people actively, but I can’t. I need more
practice to be able to talk with new people. I'm
struggling now.

I went to the mountain with my host family. It
was quite snowy and cold. We walked too much, so
our legs were sore. We rode on a big sled and saw
real reindeer. After that, my host sister and I rode
on a sled and slid from the top of the mountain.
Snow splashed in our faces and our faces almost
froze. It was really fun.

December 21st was my host mother’s birthday.
We cooperated with her family and gave her
presents. I gave her a bouquet and a letter. I knew

what her favorite things were, so when I gave her

the presents she was happy and gave me a hug. I
was glad to see her happy.

Santa came to our house on Christmas. When I
woke up, my host sisters were already waiting to
open presents. We opened the presents then. There
was a present that I really wanted, and I almost
cried. I was really happy to get many presents and I
appreciated it. After that, we went to my host
father’s parents’ house and ate special food.
Spending time with family was a very precious and
wonderful time. This experience was the first and
last time I will have it in Canada. It was a really
great time.

Only six months are left, and this year is almost
finished. I'm having a wonderful time in Canada.
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