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[ Dance Party |

There was a dance party at the school about one
month ago. It was held between 8 and 10 PM. I
didn’t have a dress or a pair of shoes to wear, so I

bought them with my host mother at a shop that

was near our house. There were many dresses and I

waivered over which dress was the best for me. My
host mother and the clerk helped me to get clothes
for the dance. I was thankful, and I appreciated it.
My host sister arranged my hair. Everybody said
that I looked very cute and I felt so happy. I was a
little nervous on the way to the school because it
was my first time to go to a dance party, but my
host sister and friends told me that I didn’t have to
be nervous. While at the dance, I talked to many of
my friends, took pictures, danced to the music, and
sang along with the songs. I didn’t know how to
dance, but my sister and friends taught me. After
the dance party, we went to A&W. It was so much
fun because I can’t experience anything like this in
Japan.

I like cooking class because I can communicate

with a lot of friends through cooking. Recently, I

cooked pancakes, crapes, biscuits, and scones. I had
many tests in this class. After school, Mrs. Ander-
sen praised me for my test because I got a high
score. I was very happy. I had conferences with my
teachers at the school. In the cafeteria, there were
teachers at tables meeting with students and
parents. All of my teachers said that I was excellent
in class. My teachers said I did a good job and to
keep going. I was very glad to hear such words from
my teachers. However, all my subjects aren’t A’s. 1
have more studying to do to get all A’s.

A few days ago, I celebrated my friend’s birthday.
I gave her a card and presents. I gave her multiple
gifts that included two sets of chopsticks, a fan, a
pouch bag, a mirror, a hand-sewing towel, and a
package of sushi erasers. She said thank you by
giving me a hug. I was delighted that she looked
very happy.

I went to the pumpkin patch with my host sister.
I bought the best pumpkin, and it was 37kg. It was
a very big pumpkin, so I had difficulty carrying and
washing it. The pumpkin field was very large. We

tried the big and small mazes. The mazes were
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made of corn stalks. It was hard to get out of the
maze, but we did it. We tried out a lot of games.
However, I lost every game to my host sister. I had a
great time.

I gave gifts to my host family with all of my
gratitude. They were very delighted to receive them
and gave me hugs. I love them. The surprise was
successful! I heard that my sister likes curry, so I
made curry for her. When I made some, I had an
accident. I think that I put it in the microwave for
too long. As a result, I failed to make the curry
correctly. She said that it was good! I was very glad
because she ate the curry. I think that I will try a

lot of things from now on.
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[ My Second Month Studying Abroad |

Two months have passed since I arrived in

Canada. This month went by quick. I did many
things. I did a presentation about “How to use
something” in English class. I hate to speak in
front of people. I am very shy, and when I do
speeches, my voice becomes shaky. I decided to do
my speech about “How to wear the Kimono” and I
took a lot of time and effort to make it. I practiced
hard with my host family, and my English teacher
also helped me. I thought I have to try hard. I said

“I can do it. Go for it! Have confidence. I don’t care
about people’s eyes” in my mind. After the speech,
I thought my speech was good, but I had many
reflective points. I have to look at the paper less
and do more gestures and speak in a big voice. I
don’t know why, but it was a little bit fun. Of
course, there were many presentations about
foreign countries. My goals are to improve my

speaking skills and knowledge. I will probably

have to present next time, so I'll make use of this
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experience and do my best.

Recently, the Bible teacher is different from the
usual teacher. I like my usual teacher because
when I can’t understand, he notices and explains
with simple words. My friend always explained to
me, but the seats were changed so I can’t ask
questions. We always answer questions at the
beginning, but I couldn’t answer the questions.
The teacher didn’t explain so I passed. I know it is
normal. I wanted to answer, but there were
difficult words for me. I need to improve my
English listening.

My host mother’s sister had a baby and I went

to a hospital for the first time in Canada. I wanted

to visit a Canadian hospital to see the nurses work.

I saw a newborn baby for the first time. The baby
is a boy, and he is very cute. I cried because I was
so happy. My host mother’s friends will have three

more babies before I come back to Japan, so I'm

very excited.

Thanksgiving was on October 8th. I ate turkey,
cake, and other foods. Many foreign people were
there. Spending time with family was very
comfortable and fun. I talked about many things

with people from different countries.

Halloween will come soon. Canadian
Halloween is bigger than Japanese Halloween. 1
am always busy in Japan, so I'm super excited.
Starting around September, supermarkets and
home centers will be filled with Halloween goods.
Many pumpkins are in front of houses. The leaves
changing color are very beautiful just like in Japan.
I want to dress up for Halloween.

I'm learning more than 100 English words every
day, but I can’t use all of them. I have to practice
many times. I can use a few new words. English has
many meanings for one word. It is difficult to know
how to use the word, but I like English better than
before. Only 8 months left so I have to decide my
goal and do it. I want to try everything. This
experience is very valuable. I'll keep trying hard.

I finished just before the deadline, so I should have
a plan for next time. Canada has many events. So,

I'm looking forward to them!
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