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Last month |

It was last month for me in May. In May 15, I went to park is near my

house for picnic with my host family. It was pretty day. We played kick base,
basketball, frisbee, card game and eat lunch. I also played a swing but it
was for child, so it was too tiny for me. We had good time.

In May 17, I went to my host father’s work place with my host sisters. I
didn't go to school that day. He worked for government, so you need
citizenship to go but Exchange students usually don't have American
citizen ship, so it is hard but I could go without problems I had American
citizenship. He made weapon, so we watched fighter aircraft, laboratory for
weapon and super computer shot fake guns. It was so cool. My favorite
thing was super computer because I had never seen and it seemed like a

very new future. We went to a hamburger restaurant for lunch.
Hamburger had two thin patty and it was so good. The restaurant was one of my favorite restaurant.

In May 22, I did volunteer. I help to hold a marathon contest for stray dogs. There were bunch of
stray dogs in the marathon contest. The organization which hold this marathon contest held such an
event once a month. But they said even though we held such an event once a month, it is not
enough to help all stray dogs ; bunch of dogs are killed every day. I had thought I want to do a job
that can help others but I thought I also want to help such an animal.

In May 27, I went to lake with my host family. I was surprised because it is desert in ABQ and I had
thought that there is no lake in ABQ. The Lake was closest one, so it was an hour to go there. I swam
but water was so cold, so I was freezing. My host sisters put a huge float and took rest. I rode board
for the first time and it was so fun.

In May 27, I took toefl for second time in the morning. I was not good in reading section writing
section, so I tried to do well in those section. I was good in writing section but I was not good in
reading section and listening section. As a resort, I got same score as last time. I am so sad but I will
think what I was but and how I overcome those problem until next test.

From May 27 to May 29, I went to a villa which my host family and my host grand parents and my
host sister’s friend. They have a mountain, so during break, they sometime go to the villa. It was a
little bit far from my house, so it was two hours form my house to there. At first, we hiked the
mountain play games then we made fire and made hot dogs and baked marshmallow.

Day two, We played uno but the American rule of uno is difference from Japanese rule of uno, so I
was so confused. I didn't like American rule.

I also made a T shirt with my host sister and her friend. To be accurate, I didn't make a T shirt, 1
just dyed the T shirt. I tried to draw emblem of Nike and Bianchi which is a bike brand of my bike
but it was so hard, so it looked like fake Chinese product.

After that, I help to cook. I baked steak and patty for burgers with American stove. I had never
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used American stoves, so it was fun for me. After dinner, we played game is called Cards Against
Humanity. It was a kind of thing is called Ougiri in Japanese but subject of the cards is so duty, such
as there were bunch of curse words and sexual words but it was so funny.

Day three, we had to leave the villa on the day, so we didn't do anything. After breakfast, we started
to be ready. We went to Mexican and American restaurant on the way home and arrived at home
about 2pm. I had good time with my host family.
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[Last report]
This is my last monthly report. I got home safely last week. I still don't even want to believe that my

study abroad is over now.
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By the way, 10 Josai kids came
to Sweet Home for short term
study abroad like I did two
summers ago. They were very
shy. But I guess that they got
used to talk with Americans in
two weeks. I think now they
could speak English at least
better than two weeks ago. And
I hope that they had fun time
and keep studying English. I :
helped them a lot as sweet home . == T ; ‘ -
kids during two weeks. I was ; . /

like translator. And I just

realized that my Japanese is
getting horrible when my
American teacher asked me to say something in Japanese.

I was thinking in Japanese and translate to English when I was talking with someone. But now I'm
thinking in English. Many people told me that my English is improved. And I have two switches for
English and Japanese in my brain. That sounds weird. This is true though. So I don't even need that
much time to think before I say something like the way I used to do before.

Guess what I did guys!!

I shot guns and rifles. And I aimed the first one. Oh my goodness!!! That was amazing. I don't even know
how I did it. So that was surprising for everyone.

And I have one more thing that I want to tell you guys. I drove my host dad's car. It was little scary for
me. It was fun though. I drove the car in their property. So I didn't even break the law. No worries. haha

I'm so thankful for Wolthuis family. I spent about 8 months with them. They taught me so many things.
And I'll always keep that in my mind. I'm very grateful that I could be part of their family. And I love
them so much.

I'm so thankful for my parents, host families, teachers and friends in Japan and America. I wouldn't be
able to finish my study abroad without your supports and cheers. All I want to say to them is thank you
so much. My appreciation can't be expressed in words. The thing that I'll miss most is people. I'm so
grateful to have them in my life.

Sweet Home is like my second home. They’re so sweet. And it was really hard for me to say goodbye to
them. I miss them already. But I'm looking forward to see them again in a couple of years. I had amazing
and wonderful experience in America. I could grow myself a lot. This experience has changed my life
forever.

I'm so grateful for all blessings that I have in my life. My study abroad was successful with people
around me.

Graduated from Sweet Home High School Class of 2017 as exchange student from Josai University High
School. Marika Chiba.
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