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My last bowling tournament |

I have been here for 200 days and two-thirds of my
exchange life has passed. I'm so sad because I can
be here for just three months more. My friends and
my host family told me my English is good, so I feel
good. But it is not perfect, so I want to make my
English perfect.

February 11 was my last tournament. There was
still the state tournament but I was not planning to
go to the state tournament. Before the tournament,
I decided to do my best and get best score ever. At |
first, we played two games and I got 159 and 191. It =
was great. After that, we played baker and I was
anchor in the bakers. It was a very important task, : RN
so I was a little bit nervous, but I did well. I was happy because I got 191 and that is my best score.

At night the coach called me and she told me that I'm in a member of the state tournament.

On February 18, there was a state tournament. This is the biggest bowling tournament. Just 8 players
from each team can join the state tournament. The tournament is an all-day event. There were a lot of
people there to watch the state tournament in the bowling alley. It began at 8 am. At first, five players
played 3 ordinary games and I played just one game. We were not good in three games. After that, we
played baker. In baker, you play against one team and if you lost twice, you are done. I threw twice and I
got a spare and a strike. We won once but after that we lost two consecutive times, so as a result we were
8th place out of 33. It was very fun and I thought that I really want to play next season but I can’t because
I won't be here next season, so I'm so sad. I'll never forget the great state tournament.
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[Sweet Home’s theater ]

There was a formal at the end of January. I got together at my
friend’s house and went to park to take a commemorative photo. After
that we returned home and ate dinner and we headed to the venue.
The venue was decorated and beautiful. Even though I listened to
western music from a young age, I still listen to it every day so I had
a lot of songs I know and enjoy singing with my friends. Next time we
have prom. I’'m looking forward to having a prom from my dream so
I'm very excited.

After school students stood on the stage and did imitations of songs.
You act like the singer but you don’t have to sing. It’s a contest. It was |
lot of fun to watch and I thought it would be much fun if this have in
Japan. There was also acting on another day. When I watched Sweet
Home’s theater I got goose bumps. They have performance skill that I
could not think of that is acting. I was surprised and had deep
emotion when I watched theater. There was one student who kept
standing on the stage for about a minute or two and did a good job of
acting without mistaking words. When I saw that, it made me deeply
emotional.

All most second term is over. In my English class, we did lot of speech. Everyone do a lot of speech so lot
of students say their opinions. Another class we have had use power point and do speech. When we
become adult we use to use power point for do speech. When we use power point and do a lot of speech we
can get to use it when we become adult.
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[ New host family |

I changed host family since I have come back to New Zealand this year so I am staying with new host
family. Their house is a little bit far away from my school and I have to walk 2 kilometers to get to school
from the house. So I walk to school every day as a kind of exercise. To walk to school every day is a little
hard though. There are mom and dad in my new host family and sometimes their grandchildren come to
play. Also I am staying with my good friend whose name is Navy. He is a Thai student and we have known
each other since last year and we are good friends. Therefore I am so happy to stay in the same host
family’s house with him.
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This year I learn agriculture horticulture science, mathematics,
ESOL, science, digital technology programing and PER. In
agriculture horticulture science class, I am learning about plants
just now. These are very important thing for human and domestic
animals. I am examining their role and how to make them.

In ESOL class, I am searching things that made in New Zealand,
for example, I learn about the opening hours and services of the
police, the museum, the library and the park in New Zealand.
The thing that I found from research is the opening hour is
shorter and the services are not more improve than Japan. It is
very good for me. Because, it is good for me because could find out
the things that I didn’t know.

In science class, I learn about atoms. In Japan we can solve the
questions with about 20 kinds of atoms but in New Zealand, we
have to remember more than 50 kinds of atoms and we do some
experiments to know their structures and learn about
compositional formula. In Japan, we don’t often do experiments
and we remember things with listing to teachers but in New
Zealand, we do experiments actively and we remember them with
five senses so I think that the New Zealand way is very good and respect it.
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[Homecoming week ]

As long as have been here, I thought I think
about how long it would be until I go back to my
country, but it was different. I have only 3
month left to finish my school life at Saint
Joseph. I've already started to miss Hilo and
Hawaii. Therefore, I decided to take more
pictures more than before even though I'm
taking yearbook class.

By the way, I didn’t have many events this
month, but rather one big annual event in the
school called “Homecoming week.” This event
supposed to be like an alumni meeting, but they
changed as a “back-in-time” week. Each day in
homecoming week has a theme. For example, PN - ¢
Tuesday is called “Tubular Tuesday” that we Y 14 gal
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have to wear hippy clothes or tie-dye clothes that represents the people in 1980s. Others are “Mass
Monday” ” Wild Wednesday” ” Throwback Thursday” “Pep Rally (Friday)” and “"’Homecoming game
(Saturday)” Ihad so much fun on that week that I can’t explain whole thing.

During the homecoming activity period, we did fun activities according to the theme in the day. I could
choose am I going to participate this game or not, but my homeroom teacher is very passionate about
Cardinal Cup points With these events, I was full of excitement. After the homecoming week, everything
went back to normal. I still miss that mood.
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My birthday |

I had my birthday in this month. I
turned 17! I’'m so grateful for the
opportunity to celebrate my birthday in
America. My family took me to the sushi
restaurant. I missed sushi so much. So I
was happy. My host mom messaged my
mom to get my old pictures. And she
hung up my pictures for me. I didn’t know
that they were planning to do that. I was
so happy for it. My friends gave
Starbucks, candy, photo. I surprised that
my Japanese best friends gave me
birthday presents. I thought they’d forget
about me. I was impressed about it.
They gave me a bunch of my favorite candies, albums, letters and pencils. Especially the album was
awesome. It has lots of pictures and messages from my sophomore’s and junior’s classmates. And also
letters from my best friends. That’s made my heart so warm. I miss them so bad. We have time difference
between America and Japan. So some of my friends said me happy birthday! The day before my birthday
and I feel like that I had 2 birthdays in this year. This year I want to try everything that I have interest in.
I'm so grateful for my awesome families, friends.
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