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'What surprised me when | came to America

I have been here for 5 months. It means I've
spent half a year as an exchange student. I
worry about my English skills because my
English is not perfect and I have just 5
months to learn English in America.

January 1st started a new year and it was
the first time that I spent New Year’s Day in
a foreign country and it was a good
experience for me.

This time, I want to introduce to you what
surprised me when I came to America.
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For example, when I arrived at the airport, I e e
bought a medium coffee and when they gave me the coffee, I thought it was not a medium size,
because it looked like a large size.

2. People’s race: There are a lot of races in America. For example, African American,
Caucasian(White people), Hispanic, Mexican, Native American, Asian American. I have
friends that are many races. It is true that there is some discrimination in America, however
most people basically respect each other.

3. The school bus is so bad: In America, some kids need to ride the bus because their
American school is far from their house. Before I came to America, I was looking forward to
riding a school bus because I have seen school buses in movies and dramas, but actually the
school bus is so uncomfortable and cold and the ride is rough. I hate school buses.
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['Martin Luther King Jr.]
I got to play Junior Varsity and Varsity basketball. I played hard and practiced and did 100% to
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play Varsity. When the game finished a lot of
people said “Good game,” “You play offense well.”
What made me happy was when the opposing
team started to go home,one girl that I covered

said to me “You play basketball very well.”

January 15th was Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday and it is an American holiday. He is a
person that we cannot forget in American history.
He fought as a representative of African
American discrimination. Now I am learning
about black discrimination at Sweet Home high
school. The American history teacher asked students “What do you know about Martln Luther Klng
Jr.?” I had watched two movies about black discrimination and one of them is about Martin Luther
King Jr. so I knew about him will and my heart was beaten strongly. I was surprised that students
only knew his quotation “I have a dream” speech. I realized that I did not know until now about
black discrimination. In order to eliminate black discrimination in more horrible times than this
era, people fought together with Martin Luther King Jr. even though their lives and families were
being targeted. Thanks to them, I am living without fear and so I am sincerely grateful to them. I
became proud of them and became proud of my confidence every time I got to know the history of
African American people who are my roots.
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[The new year |

Happy New Year!! It’s been just about 5 month since I came here. At this point, the schoolyear is
half over and I'm in haste because I haven’t completed my study of English yet. I feel it’s going fast,
but also slow. By the way, this month was the great month that I experienced so many things that
I’'ve never done.

First, I experienced the new year with my host family. I imagined that new year is going to be loud,
because I knew that foreign countries celebrates their new year by launching fireworks. I had
nervous feelings. When the time came, I couldn’t hear anything because of the fireworks on the sky.
I thought it was fun, but I like Japan better.

After the new year, school had started and first holiday of the year came up. We went to “Hapuna”
beach to swim. Hapuna is outside of Hilo, so I was excited to go there. Cold lava covered the ground
and it was wild. I loved when I saw the beach. I ran and jumped into the sea and did boogie
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boarding. It was fun and I want to come back again. At that time, I learned about Hawaii’s island
nature.

I thought this month’s event is over, but I realized that I had to perform hula for “Ikaho city” at
Hilo Hawaiian. Ikaho is a sister city of Hilo. I was nervous but, when I stood on the stage, they went
easy on us and I was relaxed. The performance was successful and I was glad that everyone had fun.
Now I have no nervous feelings about performing in front of people.

At the end, I learned so many things on this month that I couldn’t explain all of it. Also, 21st was
my birthday, so I had plenty things to do. I hope next month going to be fun and have a lot of
experience.
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My school life]

I want to talk about how my school is going. We
were reading Shakespeare and making poems in
senior English class. I talked about this class with
my families. And they said that sometimes we can’t
understand too. I'm working on several projects in
digital media class. We are recording conversations
like radio using by pods cast for half an hour every
class. We can pick up topic whatever we want to
discuss it. So, my group are talking about movies. We
were working on presentations for social media like
twitter, Facebook, Snapchat, YouTube or something
like that. We picked up twitter. And also, we had to make an individual one too.

I think that our presentation was pretty good. I always have computer classes for second and
third period classes and sometimes I use computer for first period too. So, I feel like that my
eyes are going to die. And also, I had presentation in economics class too.

This term I feel like that I'm getting better at computer and presentation. I had so many
chances to describe something. I think that it’s good for my future. Next term I want take
Spanish. It will make me more confused. But I want to try that.

BEXEMEBEHERE - BE$K T171-0044 EEHEZERFER 1-10-26
XAREOXESIVEROERNEHZET




SHHS will have school five days in a week. When I said that we go to school six days in a
week, my friends were like “what the heck!?” or said that I'm so sorry about that. I was
wondering that I can do same things what I used to do in Josai when I go back to Japan.
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