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[Christmas]

Hello again. How are you guys doing? I am spending a good time in i ]
America. I have a problem. It is that I am getting fat, so I am trying to
lose weight. I have done a lot of things in December. For example, Old
Town, Final exam, Christmas party, Christmas, etc. Let’s talk in more
detail.

On December 3, I went to Old Town to watch Christmas tree lighting
ceremony with my friend and his family. We missed seeing the Christmas
tree lighting ceremony, but the Christmas tree that was lit up very
beautifully. A church that was built during the 18th century was in Old
Town and the decorations of the church were beautiful. There were a lot
of people to watch Christmas tree lighting ceremony. I drank hot
chocolate and went church and went around the shop to buy Christmas
presents for parents. Choir sang Christmas songs and people played
traditional music instruments. I got to like the city atmosphere.

On December 25, It was Christmas! In the morning, my host mother
woke me up and we waited for preparation. My host mother called us and
when we entered a room. There were a lot of presents from my host
parents. In America we give presents to each family member, so next we
opened presents from the family members. Finally we opened present
from Santa. I got a lot of presents such as clothing, toys, Japanese stuff,
snacks, etc. I don't forget such a great Christmas. = =
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[Thanksgiving Day |
American people celebrate Thanksgiving Day. Families get together and say thanks for the blessing of

crops and eat turkey and many other foods. We went to my host mother’s parent’s house in Washington.
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We spent five days with them. I fed their chickens and I got one egg from the chicken. It was my first
experience. When we went for a drive, we saw three or four deer. I was surprised because I never thought
we could see deer when we were driving.

When Christmas season comes in America, a lot of people
say “Merry Christmas” to friends and family, and even
people they do not know. It’s same when it comes to New
Years. Store clerks are very friendly too. They say “Hello”,
“How is going”, “Today is very cold. Last week...” to every
customer. One day in the store there was a blackout because
of the snow. While we waiting for the power, the clerk said
“Let’s talk about something fun that happened.” It was very
fun to hear what happened to them and hear their story. I
think this a good thing about American people who say
“Hello” and “How is going?” It’s not only a greeting. When
they are in line some people will start to talk. That is the
good part of America. L '
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[Midterm exams ]

This month is the last month of this year. I can’t believe that it has been 5
months since I came here. This month was crazy, because I had midterm
exams. They’re not as hard as Japanese midterms, but there were so many
subjects that I couldn’t remember them all. Here I have mathematics
(Geometry), Hawaiian history, Biology, Life skills, English, and Yearbook.

Each exam has 86 minutes and 2 subjects per day. I think it’s too long that I .
can’t keep concentrate till the end of each subject. First day, I had English s
and Theology. English was terrible, because that was for local students. Not &=
internationals. I did my best, but I'm not sure that I got good grade.

When the tests were over, I became free from studying. Now 'm in Honolulu
with my friend’s family. We will stay here from 21st to 30th. Lots of tall
buildings stand in Waikiki and made atmosphere a big city. Also, Honolulu
has so many things to do. The most impressive thing that I felt was when I
did boogie board. When my friend show me how to do this, I was so excited.
When I started doing it, I found it difficult. But I kept doing it for more than 3
days and finally I got used to it.

This month was the most horrible, but also the most thankful, because I got good grades on the test and
I experienced a new thing. I am enjoying my time in Honolulu. Also I got Advanced Open Water license
(scuba dive). I hope my fatigue goes away and I succeed in the upcoming semester.
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'Winter break |

I changed host family suddenly. I gave foot spa, cup,
and cocoa powder to grandma and sister for early
Christmas presents. I made chocolate cake for them. And
also, I gave letter to tell thank you for everything. We
cried and hug each other. It was not easy for me to say
goodbye. But I'm so glad to stayed with such a nice
family.

When I buy drink, I paid $20 and costumer gave me
only $3 for change. I was like wait what? It was so weird.
And I said about that. And then she was like displeased
and gave me $15. Almost Japanese people does not say
any claim. Even if they have a problem. So some people
underestimate us. I think that we should say something
when we have problem. I don’t want them to resist.

I went to my friend’s Christmas party twice in this month. We made cookie, watched movie and
took a bath with more than 12 people. I had so much fun.

We woke up early on Christmas. And we opened our gifts. Dad and Mom gave me water bottle,
lamp, socks, rip cream, alarm, lotion, candy, chocolate, and clothes. Brother and sister gave me extra
warm blanket, candy, and hat. American people send Christmas card each other like Japanese new
year card.
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