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[The farewell party ]

Many Japanese friends left and we had three farewell
parties this month. Former ISEC students went to the
third party. For lunch we went to karaoke and ate great
luxurious Chinese food in Chinatown. We sang a lot of
Western music because the Japanese music was too old
and the Chinese students didn’t understand it though my
friends sang in Chinese. Former ISEC students are great
and I made great friends with them for life so I'll be very
sad when I leave. I hope my friends will come to Japan
because I want to meet them and hung out! I want to go
China, too. I feel that way every time we have these
parties for people who are leaving to go back to Japan and
everyone is a little sad. In my remaining time, I'll speak a
lot of English, watch foreign films, and try to study more. I
will do my best! '

There was a vegan festival on November 5th and I was interested a little so I went with a friend.

There are fewer vegans than vegetarians, and there are a lot of rules that feel strict. There were a lot
of organic things and there was a burger with no meat. It was great are very well made without
meat, and was very delicious. I like it. Though I thought that vegans were thin, there was not the
case! I saw a lot of unexpectedly fat people, and I thought that was typical for non-Japanese.
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[ Thanksgiving |

I don’t have baseball in November or December and was invited to the bowling club. The bowling
tournament we had on November 12t was held at the bowling alley where we usually practice, so our
coach told us we had to win. My team was the same team as the last time. At first, I threw a curve but 1
couldn’t throw it well, so I changed to a straight on a feeling, even though I wanted to throw a curve. We
were third place. It was worse than last time but it was still good. On November 19t, we had another
tournament. My team was different from last time. I threw a curve this time. I needed muscles to throw a
curve but I didn’t have enough muscles, so I got sore after the tournament.
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November 24th was Thanksgiving. It is a national holiday celebrated in Canada, the United States, and
in some of the Caribbean islands. I didn’t have school from on Wednesday to on Friday. I helped my host
mother cook. It was fun. About 20 people came to my house for Thanksgiving. You traditionally eat turkey,
mashed potatoes, pumpkin pie and cranberry. I ate a lot of food and hung out with my host sister’s
childhood friend. My favorite foods were turkey, mashed potatoes, apple pie and pecan and nut tart. I had
never eaten pecan and its appearance was not good, so I thought it was not delicious but I got to like it as
soon as I ate it. If you have never eaten pecan, you should try it. It is pretty good.
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['Shopping |

I went shopping with my friends. We went to look at formal dresses.
I tried on two dresses. We looked at each other’s dresses tried them
on. It was fun to wear and look at dresses like an American girl and I
was happy to have had the experience. After shopping at the mall we
went to my friend’s house. We used dice to play a jelly bean game.
That game is to turn the roulette wheel and it points to the jelly bean
color. You have to choose one bean from two same color jelly beans. Of
these two jelly beans one tastes good, and one tastes very bad. For
examples, they have socks taste and rotten fish taste. I didn’t eat
good tasting jelly beans but it was very fun. Last we did makeup. It
didn’t look good because two people did makeup on one person. We
couldn’t stop laughing. It’s a very nice memory.

The girl I met at the Sweet Home high school Halloween dance
party invited me to her birthday party. At her birthday party we did
paint ball. It was my first time to play paint ball and I heard when
the paint ball hits you it’s very painful and makes a bruise. So the
first game I was scared and I couldn’t move and shoot anybody. Then
somebody shot me and the first game finished. That hit made two
bruises. But from the third time I tried to move and shoot the other
team. Paint balls didn’t hit me and it became fun. My team started by losing but in the end we won.
Everyone said I play very well and they asked, you really didn’t play pant ball before?
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[NCEA ]

I felt the difference between American English
and British English through this study abroad.
There are some differences of words and idiomatic
words. When I use American words by accident,
they sometimes do not understand me. For
examples British English adds “u” to American
words or they have different pronunciation. Also,
people speak English at their own speed so they
have differences of the speed. It was hard for me
to understand. Some people do not speak English
clearly so it is hard. But I think they speak very
clearly in American English and it is easy to hear
and understand it. I think I have grown because I
can speak English more fluently than before I
came to New Zealand. Even though I can have conversations with my friends, teachers and my host
family, I feel I need to study grammar more.

At the end of the year, I took exams like Japanese end-of-year examinations. These exams included the
material from the whole year's study. From the first of this month, we had those exams so I often studied
for them. But in the actual exams, my mind was thinking "Oh, what is this word? What does it mean?" so
it was very difficult. On the math test, they did not have calculation questions, but there were
mathematical problems expressed in words and essay questions. These included very specialized words
and the essays were really difficult for me.
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BE2E4E EH FTF A [7AUAH-St. Joseph B

[Visitor |

Students from St. Joseph’s sister school came and spent two weeks with St. Joseph students studying,
sightseeing, and learning all about Da Big Island. I was little bit jealous. Our hula club did a performance
while they were there and I thought that show was for them. Although it succeeded, the girl we hosted
was nervous and she found it difficult to live here because it was her first time overseas. She said she
wanted to go home the first week, but the next week, she got used to it and she looked happy. When she
left Hilo, she looked so sad. Not only her, but all the students cried and hugged their host families. I
almost cried too.

I went to a Pot-luck lunch party with Japanese
Club students from Hilo High school. I had to make
something, so I made ketchup flavored rice. People
in Japanese Club were almost all Hawaiians. They
love Japan so much and they can speak Japanese a
little. At the party, we introduced ourselves, did a
three-legged race, memory game, fruit-basket,
lunch party, Darumasan ga koronda, seven-second
challenge, Pan-kuirace and took pictures. Just by
playing several games, they got to know each other
and they remembered my name (my name is
difficult to pronounce for non-Japanese people). It .
was a very nice experience. I hope I can participate s
in this kind of party again.
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My choir concert |

I'm getting used to being here. We had an election on November 8th. It was a valuable experience for me.
That week we talked about presidents every day. We can’t vote. So we voted tentatively in my American
history class. I was surprised that many people voted for Trump. We have to write story and opinion
about news for American history homework every week. I wrote about Trump and Hillary a few times. It’s
a very important thing for us. Many people who are against Trump are protesting. Many shops and other
people were hurt by them. I think it is different from real demonstrations. We often discuss these things
in my American history class. I can understand. But I don’t know how to explain my opinion in English.
It’s really frustrating.

I love my Symphonic choir class. We were practicing hard for our concert. Choir class is separated by
boys and girls, but we sing together in concerts. Sometimes we have practice after school and on holidays
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with I love my Symphonic choir class. We were practicing hard for
our concert. Choir class is separated by boys and girls, but we sing
together in concerts. Sometimes we have practice after school and
on holidays with the whole choir. I'm a soprano. My friend said that
soprano is most important part in choir. Sopranos had many
practices after school. On November 222d we had a concert. We had
to wear all black clothes and globes. It reminded me of chorus
contest, but it’s a little bit different from a Japanese one. We sang
really well. I was happy to be in the concert and it was a really nice
time with my friends and host.
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