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B 1E4E KBE AL SA[F7 AYHA-Sweet Home High School (A# k) )

[ Winter Formal |

At January 9th there is one of a big event called
Winter Formal. It is a dance party looks like prom.
They decorate the cafeteria and there was red carpet € YRt
and it was great. Everyone dress up for that day and [N \(. \ m

there are group for formal and we go to formal with FESCELE] ku

that group and ride party bus and went to dinner with
that group. Some people ride limo and party bus too. Inside the party bus there was a pole and some boys
did pole dance as a joke and we listened to some music with a super loud volume and dance and sing. At
formal it is common that boy and girl make a pair and go together and the boys pay for the tickets and
dinner. By the way, exchange students could have free ticket for the formal. I heard about it is common that
boys buy tickets for girls but I didn’t know that boys pay for dinner too, so I was very surprised when we
were at checks of the restaurant that my pair paid dinner for me. After that my friends told me a lot of
things about formal and I said “please tell me earlier...” Winter Formal was so surprised for me. I literally
thought this is not ok for students. It looks like the club that I saw on the TV show. But it is weird because
it is at cafeteria and the teachers were around us. Some couples were hugging and kissing and the teacher
saw that but they didn’t say anything so I was like “Why didn’t you say anything to them! You should stop
them” of course in my heart. I'm not brave enough to say that to teachers. But anyway I had super
awesome time and I love it also I think I had a good experience. It probably can’t experience that in Japan.
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BB 1854 AZA [7AUA-Blanchet Catholic High School (A#iRH#E#X)]

LD RF—]
In this month, I have two events that are host mother’s birthday and finals. On her birthday week, she
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held a party that she holds it every month. At that time, we ate her big, fruits birthday cake. In addition, the
week after the party, we went to Mr.Hoodoo to skiing with five families or more. I think almost same time,
my friends went to skiing and snowboarding as a school trip in Japan. I wanted to go there so when I knew
that I can go skiing, I was so happy. Last year when I was a junior high school student, I had been to skiing
as a school trip. At that time, I couldn’t stop and crushed to my skiing teacher. So I looked forward to go
there, and I was afraid. Sarah didn’t want to try any snow spots
and Joanna wanted to try snowboarding instead of skiing
because many her friends play snowboarding. So, only I and
Timati played skiing. At first, I was really nervous during I ski,
however, finally, I could go to the top of mountain, and it made
me so happy. At night, I was very tired and fell into sleep soon.

Next day, my host mother said me I had really good time, and,

probably, next month, we are going to Mt.Hoodoo and do skiing
again. I can’t wait it!!

After stated semester 2, some members were changed, and I started a band class because I really wanted
to do that. I guess my English is better than semester 1, so I want to many things that I like it, and I want to
get high grade in this semester.
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BB 154 A ERKSA [FAUH-Salem Academy High School (A#XIR#ER:) ]
[BETAKEEDHRT]

Five months have passed since I came here to study and
winter vacation has also finished. My school life has started
again. I feel time is going by faster because I have to go back
Japan this year.

I went to watch “Zoo light” in Portland with my cousin. That

day, there was too much snow, so I was so cold. However I

think I enjoyed it more because of the piled up snow. The entire -.
of zoo was lit up, so it was so beautiful. There were some lights =4

which looked like animals. I also saw many animals at the zoo. There were many children there that day, so
we had a snowball fight. I had exams called “Finals” this month. The scope of the exams was large, so that

was very hard for me. I can understand math, because I learned about the same things before come to study
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abroad. But biology and astronomy are very hard for me. The Algebra and Biology exams were all multiple
choice. I had to describe about Bible stories in the Bible exam. Also, I did a presentation for my English
exam. I had never been evaluated on a Power Point presentation Japan. I was able to experience different
things from Japan. I had an Astronomy exam on last exam day, so I was motivated. But when I got to the
classroom, there were some sponge cakes and whip cream there. Then my teacher said, “Make a cake which
looks like a planet”. I made a cake which looks like Venus. This is another experience that I don’t think I
could have in Japan.
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=SB 1E84E NG kBESA [RR/2].E.S.COMUNEROS DE CASTILLA)
[ARACOFHEDDA A ]

Happy new year! I am going to stay in Spain more than six
months this year, so I want to have a richer experience this year. |
The Spanish New Year’s Eve is similar to Japan, because Spain '}
uses a bell. T heard 12 times the sound of the bell in one minute '
from 23:59. I ate 12 grapes at each ring of the bell (a Spanish
custom), so the next year will be better. Grapes have many seeds, so

it was difficult. I do not like seeds. but it was a fun day. I ate many

foods. I love the bread here, so I have gained a lot of weight. I must
be careful about my stomach.

Finally, I went to Madrid from January 15 to 17 for the Rotary camp. I met 8 study abroad students and
100 Spanish students. There were many people at the camp. I met a girl who went to Japan for a study
abroad. She loves Japan. She lived in Tokyo. I was surprised to hear this. She spoke Japanese good well. I
talked a lot with her. “I want to come back to Japan,”’she said. I was happy. Some people liked Japan, too.
They want to go to Japan for a study abroad. They asked me some questions. They looked glad. I thought
that maybe they can teach Spanish to me, and I can teach Japanese to them. I think that such a day will
come sometime. That's an interesting idea.
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B 2E4E BE BECA [7ZAYA-Sweet Home High School (AR isE#R) ]
[SEIFLBFvrL D]

It has been five months since I came here. Half of this exchange
program is finished. However, I still cannot write essays or take
notes like other students do so I have to ask teachers what I can do
to cover what I cannot do. It is getting much easier to understand
classes because I can ask my teacher or friends or I can look things /

up by myself since I am able to understand what they are talking |
about in the class. Now when I talk to my friends I can talk
smoothly even if I do not know the meaning of words they are saying. For example, when I talk to smart
people I do not know what they are saying because they use academic words but I can still talk.

The swimming season is going to be over by the end of February. I will do my best to beat my best time in
the last meet. We had a swim meet at the Albany community pool where college students practice. It was my
first time to go to an Olympic pool so I was really excited. In that meet I dropped ten seconds on my butterfly.
That was amazing. I still cannot believe that I could swim that fast. The practice is very hard but I am
enjoying it and getting motivated to study from it.

There were job interviews. I did not do one but it was a graduation requirement for the senior students. I
heard that the number of people going to work after graduation is not that low so it is required. I will do my
best to make this experience more wonderful for the remaining five months.
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